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Welcome Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

The Big Red Church 
Palm Sunday
March 29, 2026

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi, Pastor
United Church of Christ

Prelude Scott Horton, organ

*Call to Worship Alison Chamberlin, liturgist
One: Into the belly of the beast, on the back of a beast of burden… This is no
parade of the powerful, no extravaganza for empire.
All: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Resistance.
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
One: Into occupied streets, on stolen land… This is no marvel of military might,
no crusade of cruelty.
All: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Refuge.
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
One: Into histories of harm, surrounded by lineages of liberation… This is no
acquiescence in advance, no complicity through conformity.
All: Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Solidarity.
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
One: May our worship this day prepare the way for the Prince of Peace,
cut branches for the King of Compassion, line the path for the Lord of
Liberation, soften the road for the Sovereign of Solidarity.
All: May our worship this day prepare us for where this way will lead.

Procession of Palms

New Members Covenant
*See Back

*Hymn “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” #216, pew hymnal

Sunday School Students, Teachers, & Chancel Choir

Sandy Klassen, Abraham Bermudez, Kimberly Bermudez,
Diane Yarbrough, Camille Joseph, David Joseph, and Patty Codd



Questions for New Members and Congregation

Moderator: Siblings in Christ, it is the Spirit of God that draws us to the church and
we, the church body, welcome that Spirit by welcoming one another. Hear the good
news: these people have found nurture and support in our midst and seek
covenantal relationship with us. In a covenantal relationship, we share a set of
promises with God and with one another, and we respond to the gracious work of
God by sharing in God’s action and mission in the world. By welcoming them, we
recognize that each one brings us something we need, in order to be all that God
intends. This mutual ministry is what we celebrate today.

Pastor: Dear Friends, I introduce to you the people of The Big Red Church, United
Church of Christ. Is it your wish to make this community of faith, your church family,
and the people with whom you will share your journey of faith? Is this the place and
are these the people with whom you will seek to make sense of the issues of your
life; your dreams, your faith, who you are, what you are to do, who God calls you to
be? Is it your wish to make this the place where you continue your journey into
greater health and wholeness; where you listen to the story of God’s salvation and
the Good News of Jesus Christ, allowing Jesus to be an example and teacher to you,
where you are called to a life of ministry and justice; and where you are fed at the
table of new life?

New Members:  Yes, it is my wish.  

Pastor: Honoring the Spirit revealed in the paradoxical, will you live the questions of
our faith, open to the continuing revelation of our still speaking God?

New Members: I promise, with the help of God. 

Pastor: Claiming God's grace abundant in our common life, will you covenant
together to cherish inquiry, embrace diversity, and honor vulnerability?

New Members: I promise, with the help of God. 

Pastor: Will you, who are members of this faith community who are witnessing these
promises, share the joys and sorrows, and do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ:

Congregation: We will, with the help of God. 

Moderator: Will you welcome Sandy, Abraham, Kimberly, Diane, Camille, David, and
Patty into this family of First Congregational Church of Fresno, embrace their gifts,
their needs, and their dreams? Will you recognize that their presence and participation
will change the shape of the body and help it grow in new ways? Will you support them
in their journeys and assist them in their ministries?

Congregation: We will, with the help of God.

Pastor: Beloved church, let us join together in spirit and pray the covenant of our
ancestors in faith back to the Salem Covenant of 1629: 

ALL: 
“We covenant with Christ and one with another, and do bind ourselves in the
presence of the Spirit to walk together in all God's ways, according as God is
pleased to be revealed to us in the word and experience of truth.” 



Prayer of Transformation      
Liberating One, we confess that the ways of domination and division are
closer to us than we would like to admit. We have learned to measure
worth by power, to fear difference, and to believe that scarcity and
competition are the ways of the world. These stories shape our fears, our
choices, and our relationships in ways we do not always see.

Show us the ways we turn away from our own pain and the pain of
others. Loosen Empire’s grip on our hearts and minds. Teach us to
imagine a different kind of power—the power of mercy, belonging, and
love. Turn us again toward your way of life.

Alison Chamberlin

Words of Grace 

*Response of Praise  (Sung) Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. 
Amen. Amen. 

Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.      
Response: And also with you. 

Passing of the Peace

Choral Anthem “Ride On, King Jesus”  - Parker/Shaw Chancel Choir

Time for Discovery Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

GordonLight,©1994 CommonCupCompany OneLicense.net  License#A-711732

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still; 
let this be our song — no one stands alone, 
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide. 

[children are invited to the chancel steps]

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

 *Hymn “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” #213, pew hymnal



Scripture Matthew 21:1-11 Alison Chamberlin
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet:

         “Tell the daughter of Zion,
         Look, your king is coming to you,
         humble and mounted on a donkey,
         and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and
the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were
shouting,

         “Hosanna to the Son of David!
         Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
         Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for
 the Word of God amongst us.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

Sung Call to Prayer 
Lord, listen to your children praying: 
Lord send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying: 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

Sermon Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

Prayers of the Church 

Invitation to Generosity Alison Chamberlin

Here at the Big Red church, everyone counts, and every gift counts!
There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for your gifts in the Narthex (the
area where an usher handed you an Order of Worship). You can also give through the
Aplos app by scanning the QR code. BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions,
links, and information about giving to the church. Thank you for supporting and
joining in the ministry of this church. 



Offertory “Come to the Cross” - J. Martin Chancel Choir

*Doxology
 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be;
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. Amen.

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi *Dedication

*Closing Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown” #222, pew hymnal

*Benediction Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

We Journey into Holy Week Scott Horton, piano“Were You There” - J. Cotter

*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace, never be afraid; 
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true; 
know God will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love and show you believe. 
Reach out to others so all the world will see 
God will be there, watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
Amen. Amen. Amen.

1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License # A-711732

About Today’s Music: “Come to the Cross” by Joseph Martin

Come to the cross. Kneel in its shadow.
Come to the lonely place where teardrops turn to grace.
Behold the dying Lamb of God. Kyrie eleison.
Come to the cross. Rest in the promise.
Come to the shattered throne where Jesus dies alone.
Behold the wounded King of kings. Kyrie eleison.
Father, forgive them.
Come to the cross. Come to the fountain.
Come to the windswept hill; the cross is waiting still.
Behold the man of Calvary. Kyrie eleison.
Come to the cross.









Greeters: Teresa Fuentes and Linda Halk
Ushers: Bruce Owdom, Sue Karibian, Bob McParland
Liturgist: Alison Chamberlin
Acolytes: Sarah and Caroline
Technician: Brad Jenkins
Coffee Hour: Church Life

Assisting in Today’s Service 

2131 N. Van Ness Blvd. Fresno, CA. 93704 
(559) 227 – 8489 
bigredchurch.org

 
STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
Music Director/Organist: Scott Horton 
Director of Christian Education: Vanessa Valdez-Johnson
Office Manager: Sarah Delgado 
Caretaker/Event Coordinator: Pat Morales 
Accountant: Lacie White 
Technicians: Karisa Garza and Brad Jenkins

(simon@bigredchurch.org) 

(Vanessa@bigredchurch.org) 

(accounting@bigredchurch.org) 

(Office@bigredchurch.org) 

The Big Red Church – UCC

Community Sing Opportunity - Hallelujah Chorus to Resound on Easter 

Please join the choir to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah. We will
sing this masterpiece as the postlude on Easter Sunday! On that Sunday, all you
will have to do is make your way up to the Chancel area, join the choir during the
singing of “Go Now in Peace,” and we’ll be all set to sing our collective “Hallelujah” to
the Risen Lord! We will have a single run-through of the Hallelujah Chorus
today, following Sunday worship leading up to Easter. Music will be provided.
Please join us to prepare!

*Warning - side effects may include smiles and feelings of joy.
Please see or contact Scott Horton to get involved or with any questions.

mailto:simon@bigredchurch.org
mailto:Vanessa@bigredchurch.org
mailto:accounting@bigredchurch.org


COMING UP AT BIG RED 
Monday, March 30

4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

Wednesday, April 1
12:00 PM: Bible Study - Zoom
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
6:00 PM: Handbells Rehearsal - Music Room
7:00 PM: Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Thursday, April 2
6:00 PM: Maundy Thursday Supper, Service and Communion - Fellowship Hall

Friday, April 3
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Good Friday Meditation and String Quartet - Sanctuary
6:00 PM: Big Red Game Night - Fellowship Hall

Sunday, April 5
6:30 AM: Sunrise Service - Courtyard
9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Easter Worship Service - Sanctuary (Bring flowers for cross)
11:00 AM: Children Easter Egg Hunt - Front Lawn
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Monday, April 6
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

Wednesday, April 8
10:00 AM: Daytime Fiber Arts - Fireside
12:00 PM: Bible Study - Zoom
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
6:00 PM: Handbells Rehearsal - Music Room
7:00 PM: Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Sunday, April 12
9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Worship Service - Sanctuary
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Monday, April 13
Office Closed
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
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