The Big Red Church
Second Sunday of Lent

March 1, 2026
Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi, Pastor
United Church of Christ

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all)

Prelude Hymn-Sing

Welcome Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
Psalm 121
(The Congregation sings the Response with the Choir)
R@sponse Antiphon: David Hurd, 1994
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My help comes from  God who made heav - en and earth.
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Liturgist: I lift my eyes to the hills, from where will my help come?

My help comes from God, who made heaven and earth.

God will not let your foot be moved; God who keeps you will not slumber.
God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

Sung Response: “My help comes from God who made heaven and earth.”

God is your keeper; God is your shade at your side.

The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

God will keep you from all evil; God will keep your life.

God will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.

Sung Response: “My help comes from God who made heaven and earth.”



*Call to Worship Justin Larson, liturgist
One: Let this time of worship be a womb, nurturing us in water
until the time comes.
All: Let this time of worship be a river, making a way out of no way
until we reach the place that holds us all, together.
One: Let this time of worship be a well, spilling over with love so that all might
experience wholeness.
All: Let this time of worship be filled with the Spirit, drenching us in new
life, until the kingdom comes.

*Hymn “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer” #18, pew hymnal
New Members Covenant See “Questions for New...”
Prayer of Transformation Justin Larson

Holy One, we confess there are moments when we desire to see you bring
condemnation on others or wish that your love was not for the whole
world, but just a few. But, your love is bigger than our limited lenses,
broader than our small scope of vision of all that love embodies. Help us
to see the world as you do. Help us to love as you do. Release us from our
need to condemn and set us free for love. For, it is what you came
enfleshed to show us.

Words of Grace

Passing of the Peace
Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.
Response: And also with you.

*Response of Praise (Sung) Gloria Patri
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.
Amen. Amen.

Choral Anthem “God So Loved the World” - John Stainer Chancel Choir

Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]  Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;
let this be our song — no one stands alone,

standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.
GordonLight,©1994 CommonCupCompany Onelicense.net License#A-711732



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.
Holy Communion
*Hymn of Preparation “Break Now the Bread of Life” #321, pew hymnal
Invitation to the Table
The Sharing

- When invited, all in the sanctuary may come forward
with your strip of cloth to place on the cross and
receive the bread and cup.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Hymn “God Loved the World” #208, pew hymnal

Scripture John 3:1-17 Justin Larson

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, 'You must be born
from above.’ The windblows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?" Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen,
yet you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.



“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for
the Word of God amongst us.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

Sung Call to Prayer
Lord, listen to your children praying:
Lord send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying:

Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-711732

Prayers of the Church

Invitation to Generosity Justin Larson

Here at the Big Red church, everyone counts, and every gift counts!

There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for your gifts in the Narthex (the
area where an usher handed you an Order of Worship). You can also give through the
Aplos app by scanning the QR code. BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions,
links, and information about giving to the church. Thank you for supporting and
joining in the ministry of this church.

Offertory “Jesu, Meine Fruede” - J.S. Bach Scott Horton, organ

*Doxology
We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. Amen.

*Dedication Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
*Closing Hymn “As Moses Raised the Serpent Up” #605, pew hymnal

*Benediction Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi



*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace, never be afraid;

God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;
know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world will see
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Amen. Amen. Amen.
1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License # A-711732

Postlude “Swing Five"” (an Evensong Preview) - ].M. Michel Scott Horton, organ
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Assisting in Today's Service

Greeters: Lindsey Pugsley

Ushers: Rebecca Kliewer, Gene Kliewer and Teresa Fuentes
Liturgist: Justin Larson

Flute Trio: Nancy Mack, Jane Maldonado, and Scott Horton
Acolytes: Pax and Dash

Technician: Brad Jenkins

Coffee Hour: Outreach

Big Red Church - UCC
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd. Fresno, CA. 93704
(559) 227 - 8489
bigredchurch.org

STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi (simon@bigredchurch.org)
Music Director/Organist: Scott Horton
Director of Christian Education: Vanessa Valdez-Johnson (Vanessa@bigredchurch.org)
Office Manager: Sarah Delgado (Office@bigredchurch.org)
Caretaker/Event Coordinator: Pat Morales
Accountant: Lacie White (accounting@bigredchurch.org)

Technicians: Karisa Garza and Brad Jenkins
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Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

Exod. 13:21; 16:4; 17:6; Ps. 105:39—-44; Rev. 22:1-2

William Williams, 1745
St. 1, transl. Peter Williams, 1771, alt.
St. 2-3, transl. William Williams, 1772; alt.

O # 4 T t T ﬁ;\\  o— ! | ‘! ;r f I
[ faw) i L 1 L |
— = :Fig:ﬁ:j 4 = *‘_ r =
1 Guide me, O my great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, where the heal - ing
3 When I reach the Riv - er Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
% - {
S A =
] |
\J F | | |
@y\—‘f il = = t
S v <o S f
bar - ren land; | am weak, but you are might - y;
wa - ters flow. Let the fire and cloud - y pil - lar
fears sub - side. Death of death, and hell’s de - struc - tion,
PRI T i o S dl e s
|
= L
T =T 1 =
VAR I R B o SRR | \ L | | |
1 { | | 1Y | B %

S —— ’
hold me with your power-ful hand.

lead me all
land me safe on

E 5

my
heav-en’s side.

Bread of heav - en,
jour - ney through. Strong de-liv - erer,
Songs of prais - es,

bread of heav-en,
strong de-liv - erer,
songs of prais-es

3 = — T [ B
- T H [P 1P | s S i T ——
' | [ | [ [ T
0 U | \ N ] B .
i — —a—h—N1© — = T i
- - [ @ ) P.
Y | 4 4 l l f 5 2
feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no  more.
ev - er be my strengthand shield, ev - er be my strengthand shield.
I wil ev-er sing to vyou, I willev - er sing to  you.
: i : ® ﬂ
F—t— r 4 17 B) # © i 7 o - o
i e ' 1
John Hughes, a railroad official by trade, composed this tune Tune: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7.

for the 1907 anniversary of Capel Rhondda, Pontypridd, Wales.
Cwm Rhondda refers to the “low valley” area surrounding the
urban district of Rhondda in southern Wales.

John Hughes, 1907
Alternate setting: ZION



Questions for New Members and Congregation

Moderator: Siblings in Christ, it is the Spirit of God that draws us to the church and
we, the church body, welcome that Spirit by welcoming one another. Hear the good
news: these people have found nurture and support in our midst and seek
covenantal relationship with us. In a covenantal relationship, we share a set of
promises with God and with one another, and we respond to the gracious work of
God by sharing in God’s action and mission in the world. By welcoming them, we
recognize that each one brings us something we need, in order to be all that God
intends. This mutual ministry is what we celebrate today.

Pastor: Dear Friends, | introduce to you the people of The Big Red Church, United
Church of Christ. Is it your wish to make this community of faith, your church family,
and the people with whom you will share your journey of faith? Is this the place and
are these the people with whom you will seek to make sense of the issues of your
life; your dreams, your faith, who you are, what you are to do, who God calls you to
be? Is it your wish to make this the place where you continue your journey into
greater health and wholeness; where you listen to the story of God's salvation and
the Good News of Jesus Christ, allowing Jesus to be an example and teacher to you,
where you are called to a life of ministry and justice; and where you are fed at the
table of new life?

New Members: Yes, it is my wish.

Pastor: Honoring the Spirit revealed in the paradoxical, will you live the questions of
our faith, open to the continuing revelation of our still speaking God?

New Members: | promise, with the help of God.

Pastor: Claiming God's grace abundant in our common life, will you covenant
together to cherish inquiry, embrace diversity, and honor vulnerability?

New Members: | promise, with the help of God.

Pastor: Will you, who are members of this faith community who are witnessing
these promises, share the joys and sorrows, and do all in your power to support
these persons in their life in Christ:

Congregation: We will, with the help of God.

Moderator: Will you welcome Elizabeth, Jaime, Peter, Ruben, Kathy, Jack, Holly, and
Trevor into this family of First Congregational Church of Fresno, embrace their gifts,
their needs, and their dreams? Will you recognize that their presence and
participation will change the shape of the body and help it grow in new ways? Will
you support them in their journeys and assist them in their ministries?

Congregation: We will, with the help of God.



Questions for New Members and Congregation

Pastor: Beloved church, let us join together in spirit and pray the covenant of our
ancestors in faith back to the Salem Covenant of 1629:

ALL:

“We covenant with Christ and one with another, and do bind ourselves in the
presence of the Spirit to walk together in all God's ways, according as God is
pleased to be revealed to us in the word and experience of truth.”

Please welcome new members:
Elizabeth, Jaime, Peter, Ruben, Kathy, Jack, Holly and Trevor

LENT & EASTER N

SCHEDULE

MAR LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
4,11, 18 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM * FELLOWSHIP HALL

MAR PALM SUNDAY SERVICE
29 10:00 AM * SANCTUARY

APRIL MAUNDY THURSDAY
2 DINNER & SERVICE
6:00 PM » FELLOWSHIP HALL

apri) GOOD FRIDAY
3 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM * SANCTUARY OPEN FOR MEDITATION Eat snacks, play old favorites, learn
12:30-1:30 * “THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST” a hew game, or bring one to share!

JOSEPH HAYDN'’S STRING QUARTET, OP. 51

apriL| EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES

5 6:30 AM (SUNRISE) * COURTYARD \
10 AM * SANCTUARY N

MARCH|6%/2026
PMI PM

Lenten Prayer Study every Saturday during Lent
March 7, 14, 21, 28
9:30 AM * Marie Calendar’s (Shaw € Cedar)

Fellowship Hall

(559) 227-8489 www.bigredchurch.org
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Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44

Break Now the Bread of Life

Mary A. Lathbury, 1877; alt.

Mary Lathbury, “poet laureate of Chautauqua,” wrote her
prayer hymn to enrich the lives of those gathered for summer
study at the lakeside conferences near Jamestown, New York.
The tune was written for it by the chorus director of Chautauqua
that same season.

Tune:
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BREAD OF LIFE 6.4.6.4.D.

William F. Sherwin, 1877



208

God Loved the World

John 3:16-17 Heiliges Lippen und Herzens Opfer, Stettin, 1778
Transl. August Crull, 1845; alt.
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Edward Miller, a skilled flutist in G. F. Handel’s orchestra,

adapted Rockingham from the tune Tunbridge. Miller named it
for the Marquis of Rockingham, a patron and friend, and prime
minister of Great Britain.

Tune: ROCKINGHAM L.M.
Anon.
Adapt. Edward Miller, 1790



As Moses Raised the Serpent Up 605

Versification The New Century Hymnal, 7993 John 3:14-17
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This hymn is a paraphrase of the gospel for Holy Cross Day, Tune: MORNING SONG C.M.
traditionally a time for reflection on faith and the meaning of Melody from Sixteen Tune Settings, 1812
the cross. In this reading, the image of Christ on the cross as the Harm. C. Winfred Douglas, 1940

way to eternal life is related to the story of redemption of God’s
rebellious people in the wilderness.



COMING UP AT BIG RED

Sunday, March 1

« 9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room

- 10:00 AM: Worship Service - Sanctuary

« 11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

. 3:00 PM: Galloway Organ Evensong Concert - Sanctuary

Monday, March 2
« 4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
Wednesday, March 4

- 12:00 PM: Bible Study - Zoom

« 4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

- 5:00 PM: Lenten Supper - Fellowship Hall

« 6:00 PM: Handbells Rehearsal - Music Room

. 7:00 PM: Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Friday, March 6

. 6:00 PM: Big Red Game Night - Fellowship Hall
Sunday, March 8

« 9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room

« 10:00 AM: Worship Service - Sanctuary

- 11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall
Monday, March 9

« 4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
Wednesday, March 11

« 10:00 AM: Daytime Fiber Arts - Fireside

. 12:00 PM: Bible Study - Zoom

« 4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

- 5:00 PM: Lenten Supper - Fellowship Hall

« 6:00 PM: Handbells Rehearsal - Music Room
. 7:00 PM: Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Sunday, March 15

« 9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
. 10:00 AM: Worship Service - Sanctuary
- 11:00 AM: Enchilada Sale - Fellowship Hall




