
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

Prelude    

Welcome Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

*Hymn “O Come, O come, Emmanuel” vvs. 1, 2, 7 #116, pew hymnal

Prayer of Transformation      
Majestic Redeemer, in these last days before we celebrate the birth of
your son, we admit that we often ask for a sign. We put you to the test,
beg for miracles, for mercy, for proof of your holy word.
We doubt, even as we retell the old stories. We are like Joseph – shamed,
questioning, fearful of the truth of Mary’s dream – not wanting to be
taken as fools for believing in something that seems too precious to be
true. We are as afraid as the shepherds in their fields, sometimes as
cowardly and cruel as Herod. You have given us the most sacred gift, yet
we often lack the faith to accept it.

Paloma Biasell, liturgist

Scott Horton, organ
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Hymn of Approach “The Hope of Your Coming”

Lighting the Candle of Joy Clinard Family

*Response of Praise  (Sung) Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. 
Amen. Amen. 

Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.      
Response: And also with you. 

 Passing of the Peace

Words of Grace 



Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

         “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
          and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital relations
with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for
the Word of God amongst us.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

Scripture Matthew 1:18-25 Avi Arambula

The Children of Big RedChristmas Nativity Pageant

[children are invited to the chancel steps] Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still; 
let this be our song — no one stands alone, 
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide. 

GordonLight,©1994 Common Cup Company. One License.net License#A-711732

Time for Discovery

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Hymn “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” #119, pew hymnal



Offertory Clara Weaver, violin &
Catherine English, piano

*Doxology
 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be;
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. Amen.

*Closing Hymn

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” #135, pew hymnal

*Dedication

Go now in peace, never be afraid;
God will go with you each hour of ev’ryday. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true; 
know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out too thers so all the world will see  
God will be there, watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
Amen. Amen. Amen.

*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License#A-711732 

*Benediction Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

Postlude Scott Horton, piano

Invitation to Generosity Paloma Biasell
Here at the Big Red church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! There are two
donation boxes and giving envelopes for your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an
usher handed you an Order of Worship). You can also give through the Aplos by
scanning the QR code. BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and
information about giving to the church. Thank you for supporting and joining in the
ministry of this church. 

“O Holy Night” - A. Adams; arr. S. Caroli

“Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town” - arr. M. Kocour

Sung Call to Prayer 
Lord, listen to your children praying: 
Lord send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying: 
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

Prayers of the Church 



 

Greeters: Teresa Fuentes, Linda Halk

Ushers: Mike Gostanian, Anthony Ross, John Shore

Liturgist: Paloma Biasell, Avi Arambula

Acolytes: Addison and Avery

Technician: Brad Jenkins

Coffee Hour: Church Life

Flautists: Jane Davis Maldonado, Nancy Mack, & Scott Horton

Violinist: Clara Weaver

Pianist: Catherine English

Assisting in Today’s Service 
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2131 N. Van Ness Blvd. Fresno, CA. 93704 

(559) 227 – 8489 
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STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
Music Director/Organist: Scott Horton 
Director of Christian Education: Vanessa Valdez-Johnson
Office Manager: Sarah Delgado 
Caretaker/Event Coordinator: Pat Morales 
Accountant: Lacie White 
Technicians: Karisa Garza and Brad Jenkins

(simon@bigredchurch.org) 

(Vanessa@bigredchurch.org) 

(accounting@bigredchurch.org) 

(Office@bigredchurch.org) 

Thanks to:
      Our children and youth for participating in today’s worship service.

 Our Sunday School teachers
Vanessa Valdez-Johnson, Steven Means, Pastor Simon, Holly Clinard, 

Lindsey Hill, and Wade Hobson
Our Children’s and Youth’s parents

It takes a village!

mailto:simon@bigredchurch.org
mailto:Vanessa@bigredchurch.org
mailto:accounting@bigredchurch.org


COMING UP AT BIG RED 
Sunday, December 21 | Third Sunday of Advent

9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Sunday Worship Service - Sanctuary

Wednesday, December 24 | Christmas Eve
9:00 PM: Lessons, Carols, and Candle-Lighting Service - Sanctuary

Children’s Christmas Nativity Pageant

Wednesday, December 31
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

Monday, December 29
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

Sunday, December 28
9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Blessing of The Animals Service - Fellowship Hall
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Friday, January 2
6:00 PM: Big Red Game Night - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, January 1
Office Closed – Happy New Year!

Sunday, January 4
9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Sunday Service - Sanctuary
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Monday, January 5
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1

Wednesday, January 7
4:00 PM: Yoga with Rosalie - Room 1
6:00 PM: Handbells Rehearsal - Music Room
7:00 PM: Chancel Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Sunday, January 11
9:00 AM: Roots & Branches - Fireside Room
10:00 AM: Sunday Service - Sanctuary
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Office Closed 12/24 until 01/06/2026 – Happy Holidays!



The Hope of Your Coming       R.E. Schram and A.N. Williams

OneLicense.net  License #A-711732








