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(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 
 
Prelude   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                       Justin Larson, organ 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Welcome​            ​​ ​                                                      Rev. Ara Guekguezian 
 
*Call to Worship  ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​               Betty Wadewitz, liturgist 
​ One: Holy one, you have searched and know us. 

All:  You know when we sit down and when we rise up; you discern our 
thoughts. 
One:  You search out our paths and our lying downs and are acquainted with 
all my ways. 
All:  Even before a word is on our tongues, O Holy One, you know it 
completely. 
One:  You hem us in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon us. 
All:  We praise you, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Wonderful are your works: that we know very well. 

 
*Hymn​                           “Praise to the Living God”​                #8, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer of Transformation     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                   Betty Wadewitz 

God of Grace, Mercy, and Redemption, the brokenness of the world 
surrounds us. We may benefit from the brokenness. We may participate 
in the brokenness.  We may persist against the brokenness. We may 
move back and forth between those positions. Wherever we may be 
situated, we seek your presence with us to shape our response so that 
we may transition from wounded healers to healed stewards of 
restoration, liberation, and truth for your glory and love of creation. 
Amen. 

 
Words of Grace 



Passing of the Peace 
Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.     ​
Response: And also with you.​
 

*Response of Praise  (Sung)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Gloria Patri​
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; ​
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end. 
Amen. Amen.​
​      

Special Music 
 
Time for Discovery   [children are invited to the chancel steps]          Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still; ​
let this be our song — no one stands alone, ​
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn​  ​            “Take my Life, God, Let It Be”             # 448, pew hymnal 
        
Scripture  ​ ​ ​                I Kings 19:1-15​ ​                   Betty Wadewitz 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So 
may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of 
one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled 
for his life and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his 
servant there. 
 
But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat 
down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die, “It is enough; 
now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then 
he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel 
touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He looked, and there at his 



head was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. He ate and drank 
and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, 
and said, “Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” He got up 
and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and 
forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave and 
spent the night there. 
 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.” 
 
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was 
not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in 
the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on 
your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Hazael as king over Aram. 

 
Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, 
and for the Word of God amongst us. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon​ ​                                          ​ ​ ​               Rev. Guekguezain 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying: ​
Lord send your Spirit in this place. ​
Lord, listen to your children praying: ​
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

Prayers of the Church 



 
Invitation to Generosity ​ ​  ​ ​                               Betty Wadewitz 
 

Here at the Big Red church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for your gifts in the Narthex (the area 
where an usher handed you an Order of Worship). You can also give through the Aplos app 
by scanning the QR code.  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and 
information about giving to the church.  Thank you for supporting and joining in the 
ministry of this church. 

 
Offertory​ ​     “Meditation on EVAN” - arr. D. Paxton         Scott Horton, organ​
​ ​  
* Doxology ​​ (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH) 
​ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
​ Praise God, all creatures here below; 
​ Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 
​ Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
 
*Dedication​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Rev. Guekguezian 
 
*Closing Hymn           “In Christ There is No East or West”       # 394, pew hymnal 
 
*Benediction​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   Rev. Guekguezian 
 
*Blessing Song​ ​ “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace, never be afraid; ​
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. ​
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true; ​
know God will guide you in all you do. ​
Go now in love and show you believe. ​
Reach out to others so all the world will see  ​
God will be there, watching from above. ​
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  ​
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 
Postlude​                                “Tuba Tune” – C. S. Lang​           Scott Horton, organ 

It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude. 
 
 
 
 

 



Assisting in Today’s Service 
Organists:  Justin Lawson and Scott Horton 
Liturgist:  Betty Wadewitz 
Ushers:  Cliff Dodd, Harold Householder, Richard van Wyhe 
Acolytes:  Dash and Caroline 
Technician:  Brad Jenkins 
Coffee Hour:  Church Life 
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