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The Big Red Church 

First Congregational Church of Fresno, UCC 

 



(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 
 
Prelude               “Priere a Notre Dame” - L. Boellman          Scott Horton, organ  
         “How Fair and Pleasant art Thou” - M. Dupre   
 
Welcome                      Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Call to Worship                   Wade Hobson, liturgist 
 One:  When we are scattered, Jesus our Good Shepherd gathers us in. 
 Many:  When we are lost and lonely, we can depend on Christ’s love. 
 One:  When we are oppressed, Jesus our Good Shepherd cares for us. 

Many:  When we are threatened because of who we are, we can depend 
on Christ’s protection. 
One:  We know Christ, because Christ’s tenderness has guided us for 
generations. 
Many:  Christ know us by name.  Christ will lay down his very life for our 
sake. 
One:  Let us worship our Good Shepherd, who cares for all of us with fierce  
love. 
Many:  Let us give thanks for Christ’s presence with us. 

 
*Hymn             “God Made from One Blood”            #427, pew hymnal  
 
Prayer of Transformation                    Wade Hobson 

You call to us through the voices of the poor and the powerless, 
But we close ourselves off from their need: 
Lord have mercy. 
You call to us through the cries of those who struggle 
to change structures of oppression, but we turn away from their challenge: 
Christ have mercy. 
You hint, you invite, you surround us with calls to love you more fully, 
and follow you more faithfully, but we cling to comfort and safety: 
Lord have mercy. 

 
Words of Grace 
 
Passing of the Peace  

Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 
*Response of Praise  (Sung)                  Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 



Anthem                      “You Raise Me Up” - arr. J. Martin           Chancel Choir 
 
Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]      Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn   “You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim”       #305, pew hymnal 
 
Scripture                     Revelation 7:9-17           Wade Hobson 

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried 
out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 



For this reason they are before the throne of God 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat, 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, 
and for the Word of God among us. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon                                                                                     Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
Prayers of the Church             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                Wade Hobson 
 

Here at the Big Red church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for your gifts in the Narthex (the area 
where an usher handed you an Order of Worship. You can also give through an app by 
scanning the QR code.  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and 
information about giving to the church.  Thank you for supporting and joining in the 
ministry of this church. 

 
Offertory    “My Shepherd” - arr. Page and Shafferman             Chancel Choir 
  
 
 
   
*Doxology   (Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 



*Dedication               Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi  
 
*Closing Hymn        “Crown with Your Richest Crowns”          #301, pew hymnal 
 
*Benediction              Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
       
*Blessing Song  “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 
Postlude               “Songs My Mother Taught Me” – A.Dvorak        Scott Horton, organ 

 
It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude. 
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