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Ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
July 21, 2024 

Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

Prelude  Catherine English, organ 

Welcome       Rev. Dr. Davena Creer-Jones 
 NCNC-UCC Conference Minister 

*Call to Worship   Pete Espinoza, Liturgist 

One:  We gather in the presence of Christ. 
All: We gather, hungry and needy. 
One:  In this holy place, nothing and no one will be left behind. 
All:  The bread will be shared. The food multiplied. 
One:  All will be filled. All will be satisfied. 
All:  Miracles abound. Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn  “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer ”  #18, pew hymnal 

Prayer of Transformation   Pete Espinoza

Nurturing God, like a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, you desire to gather your children. But division 
and disagreement plague us. We cling to rigid certainties, approach each other in arrogance 
and fail to listen. We walk away from conflict, rather than working through it. Forgive us, 
Holy God. Help us mature in faith and relationship. Help us build each other up in love.  

Words of Grace 

*Response of Praise (Sung)  Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 
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Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]           Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 
 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn                                                “When Peace, Like a River ”                      #438, pew hymnal  
 
Scripture                                                      Psalm 85:8-13                       Pete Espinoza  
 

    Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 
    Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 
    Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
 
    Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
 
    The Lord will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 
 
    Righteousness will go before him 
    and will make a path for his steps. 
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Liturgists: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, 
        and for the Word of God among us. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.    
 
Sermon                                      “Wherever You Are”            Rev. Dr. Davena Creer- Jones 
                            
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 

Prayers of the Church                                   Rev. Dr. Davena Creer-Jones  
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                    Pete Espinoza

                                            
 

 

 
Offertory                             “Herr Gott, Dich Loben Alle Wir” J. Pachelbel      Catherine English
                                organ          
*Doxology (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Dedication                   Rev. Dr. Davena Creer-Jones 
 
*Closing Hymn                           “ There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                #23, pew hymnal 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  
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*Benediction                          Rev. Dr. Davena Creer-Jones  
 
*Blessing Song                   “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

        
Postlude                                     “Nun Freut Euch, Liben Christe                               Catherine English 

 
It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude. 
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This Week at Big Red 

Monday, July 22 

  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, July 23- Office is closed 

Wednesday, July 24 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  4:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 

 Thursday, July 25 - Office is closed 

Friday, July 26 - Office is closed 
 9:30am: BRC Pantry food prep - Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, July 27 
 10:00am: BRC Pantry Free Food Saturday - Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, July 28   
 9:00am: Exploration Hour - Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  Worship - Peter Wall, Guest Speaker - Sanctuary  
 11:00am: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall 
 

Save the date 
 Jazz on Van Ness - Sunday September 22  
     Tickets go on sale Sunday August 4 in the Fellowship Hall 
 
 Big Red Church 75th Anniversary Celebration - October 5 
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First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Bigredchurch.org 

Pastor 
Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
simon@bigredchurch.org 
 
Music Director/Organist 
Scott Horton 
 
 
Accountant 
Penny Leas Peterson 

 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 

Director of Christian Education 
Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 
vanessa@bigredchurch.org 
 
Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 
Pat Morales 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Pete Espinoza 

Ushers: Cliff Dodd 

Technician: Karisa Garza 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the         
diversity that exists among us.  
 
We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and          
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every  
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental 
ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.  
We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual 
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or            
envisioned. 
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Information for Families with Kids: 
 

Families with Infants and Toddlers: If you have any care needs 
for your infant or toddler during service, Room 1, located in 
the courtyard, is available. There is a live feed of the service 
playing in the room. 

 
Families with Kids 3 Years old - High School: Kids are welcome to stay with their 
parents in service until the children’s message. After the message, kids can join 
us in Sunday School. If your kids are joining us in Sunday School for the first 
time, please scan the QR code and fill out the form online. Thank you! 

 

 

We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of 

domestic violence we encourage you to find safety.  559.233.HELP 
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SUMMER CHOIR 
 
On Sunday, July 28, we will have a Summer Choir for Worship! 
 
If you like to sing, we'd love to have you! There is no long-term commitment, just a 
practice at 9:15 a.m. to practice and prepare “Here I Am, Lord” & “Seek Ye First” for 
the morning service.  
 
All ages are welcome! Join in the music, fellowship, and fun! 
 
All music will be ready for you. No robes will be worn.  
(Next Summer Choir will be August 11) 
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