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Third Sunday of Lent                                                                                               
March 3, 2024 

Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

 
Prelude      Hymn-Sing 
Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Centering Psalm 19:1-4, 7-9                Peter Wall, cantor  
 

(The Congregation sings the Response with the Choir) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God,   
and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
Day to day pours forth speech,  
and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words;  
their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth and  
their words to the end of the world. 

Sung Response: O God, you are my rock and my redeemer. 
The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the decrees of God are sure, making wise the simple; 
the precepts of God are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

 Sung Response: O God, you are my rock and my redeemer. 
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*Call to Worship                Gayle Thornton, liturgist 

  Into the house of God we are called to enter, 
 To worship and receive the gift of grace. 

  As we step towards this sacred space, 
 We acknowledge all that can distract or exploit. 

   God calls upon us to cleanse our houses of all that does not find its source            
  in God’s love. 

 Together we give ourselves in worship and right relations with our neighbor. Let us 
 worship God.  
 
*Hymn                                                              “Holy, Holy, Holy”                             #277, pew hymnal  
 
Prayer of Confession             Gayle Thornton 
 

O God of temples and tables turned over, we enter this sacred space of worship seeking 
your transformation and healing. Make us ready for the kind of turned upside down 
world you are seeking to build among us. We have come to this place of worship to be 
changed, so turn over our tables and make us whole. When we have wandered from 
your ways, help us to turn towards you. Not because of what we can gain from you, but 
because your love is a gift unearned and unwavering. Grant us your grace, in the name 
of Christ. Amen. 

Words of Grace 
 
Choral Anthem                       “Celtic Communion” arr.  Hayes                  Chancel Choir  
                           Nancy Mack, flute 
 
Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]       Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

- When invited, all in the sanctuary may come forward with  
your strip of cloth to place on the cross-  

 

Holy Communion 
 
*Hymn of Preparation                               “I Come with Joy”                           #349, pew hymnal 
 
Invitation to the Table 
The Sharing  
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
*Hymn       “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”        #410, pew hymnal 
 
Scripture                                                               Mark 8:31-38                                 Gayle Thornton  
 

Liturgist: God be in our listening. God be in our understanding.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God.   

 
Scripture                      Exodus 20:1-17          Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Then God spoke all these words, 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of   
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing     
children for the iniquity of parents to the third and the fourth generation of those who            
reject me but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love           
me and keep my commandments. 
“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not  
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
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“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work - you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 
“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you. 
“You shall not murder. 
“You shall not commit adultery. 
“You shall not steal. 
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male 
or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 
Pastor: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, 

and for the Word of God among us. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.   
 
Sermon               Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
          
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 

Prayers of the Church                                    Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Invitation to Generosity                        Gayle Thornton 
 
Offertory   “Chorale Improvisation on NEUMARK” - arr. Manz          Scott Horton, organ 
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Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code with your smartphone camera.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Doxology and Dedication 

We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully.  Amen.  

 
*Prayer of  Dedication and Thanksgiving 

 
*Closing Hymn                                     “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”        #403, pew hymnal 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Blessing Song     “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 

Postlude                        “Psalm 19 - The Heavens Declare” - B. Marcello    Scott Horton, organ 
 

   It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude. 
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Flash Mob Hallelujah Chorus on Easter 
 

Have you ever wanted to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
from Handel’s Messiah?  
 
We will be singing this masterpiece as the postlude on 
Easter Sunday! On Easter, all you will have to do is make 
your way up to the Chancel area, up with the choir dur-
ing the singing of “Go Now in Peace,” and we’ll be all set 
to sing our collective “Hallelujah” to the Risen Lord! 
Every Sunday, we will have a single run-through practice, 

from March 3 following worship until    Easter.  
Music and practice CDs will be provided.  
*Warning - smiles and feelings of joy are side effects. 
 
Please see/contact Scott Horton to get involved or if you have any   questions 
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This Week at Big Red 

 

 

Monday, March 4 
  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, March 5 

Wednesday, March 6 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  5:00pm: Lenten Soup Supper and Discussion -                            
             Fellowship Hall 

  6:00pm:  Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

  7:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 7 

Friday, March 8 

Saturday, March 9 
 8:00am: Saturday Lenten Study - “The Depths of Renewal”                          

           Huckleberry’s - Fresno 

Sunday, March 10 

 9:00am: Exploration Hour - Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  Worship - Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall 

********** 

Holy Week starts Monday, March 25, 2024 

  

We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of 
domestic violence we encourage you to find safety.  559.233.HELP 
Help@MMCenter.org 

 

TODAY AT 3PM 
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First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Bigredchurch.org 

Pastor 
Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
simon@bigredchurch.org 
 
Music Director/Organist 
Scott Horton 
 
Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 
Pat Morales 
 
Accountant 
Penny Leas Peterson 

 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Gayle Thornton 

Ushers: Cliff Dodd 

Acolytes: Hudson and Addison 

Technician: Brad Jenkins 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the         
diversity that exists among us.  
 
We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and          
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every  
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental 
ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.  
We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual 
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or            
envisioned. 
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