
   

 

Epiphany Sunday 

January 7, 2024 
 

 

First Congregational Church of Fresno          Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

United Church of Christ                                                                  Pastor    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd.                          

Fresno, CA 93704                                              



 2 

Epiphany Sunday                                                                          January 7, 2024 

Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

Prelude       Carol/Hymn Sing 
              

Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                        Michael Camunez, Liturgist

   
  We gather in the Light 
 We seek the Light’s ancient wisdom. 
  We gather in the Light that is God’s continuing gift. 
 We live into the Light’s new wisdom 
  We gather in the Light that is our own, emerging anew each day. 
 We seek to share this wisdom, nurtured in the Light from Bethlehem’s cradle. 
  Let us pray together: 
 God of Light and Love, in this very moment the star still beckons. 
 Gather us and let the star call us to new ways of healing and hope, 
 restoration and renewal, as we discover again Christ’s call to discipleship.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn         “Angels From the Realms of Glory”                     #126, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon                                      Michael Camunez, liturgist 

Sometimes we feel lost and even consumed by darkness. 
 We wonder if we are loveable. 
 Our actions dim the value and worth of others, and ourselves. 
  Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.  

Sometimes we feel lost in shadows of unclear choices. 
 Which way will lead to justice? To transformation? To peace? 

We are afraid to risk a step out, unsure of the path. 
  Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

But in Christ, God has given us a new Light, 
kindling unconditional love for us, 
and showing us a well-lit path  
to wholeness and forgiveness; 

 to courage and clarity. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
 Choral Anthem                                             “Gloria” - A. Vivaldi                                  Chancel Choir 
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Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps with the Pastor]    
            

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Preparation                      “Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether”                 #337, pew hymnal  
 

Holy Communion 
Invitation to the table            Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
The Sharing 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

*Hymn                                                           “What Child Is This?”                          #148, pew hymnal  
 
Scripture Lesson                                                Matthew 12: 2-12                          Michael Camunez  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
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Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him hom-
age.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by an-
other road. 
 
Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for 

 the Word of God amongst us. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.   
 
Sermon                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi                                                 
  
Sung Invitation to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-71173 

 

 
The Church at Prayer            Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi  
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                       Michael Camunez 
 

 
Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code with your smartphone camera.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  
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Offertory                                             “Dear Little Stranger” - D. Moore                 Chancel Choir 
 
*Doxology  and Dedication 

 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn                      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                #160, pew hymnal 
 
*Benediction                               Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Blessing Song  (We turn toward center aisle so to bless one another) 

  Go now in peace, never be afraid; 
  God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
  Go now in peace, steadfast, strong, and true; 
  Know God will guide you in all you do. 
  Go now in love and show you believe  
  Reach out to others so all the world will see 
  God will be there watching from above. 
  Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
  Amen.  Amen. Amen. 

 
 
 

Postlude                                            “Go Tell It On the Mountain”                    #154, pew hymnal
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This Week at Big Red 
Monday, January 8 
  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, January 9 
 6:00pm: Church Council Meeting - Parlor 

Wednesday, January 10 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

  7:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, January 11 

Friday, January 12 

Saturday, January  13 

Sunday, January 14 

 10:00am:  Worship - Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour  

 11:15am: Elders’ Meeting - Parlor 

Upcoming Dates to remember 

 Youth outing (6th grade and up) - Jan 12 

 Elders’ Meeting - January 14, following worship service 

 Children’s Ministry Vision Casting - January 21 

 “Let’s Eat Out” BRC Pantry Fundraiser at Old Spaghetti Factory - Jan 23 

 Annual Meeting - Jan 28, following worship service 
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First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Pastor 

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
simon@bigredchurch.org 
 
Music Director/Organist 

Scott Horton 

 

Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 

Pat Morales 

 

Accountant 

Penny Leas Peterson 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Michael Camunez 

Ushers: Bruce Owdom, Sue Karibian, Bob McParland 

Acolytes:   Olivia & McKenna 

Technician: Brad Jenkins 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  
of a loving God. We affirm the diversity that exists  
among us. We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion 
and acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of 
every religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and 
mental ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry. We        
celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our  
spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or 
envisioned. 
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