
   

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 10, 2023 
 

 

 

First Congregational Church of Fresno          Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

United Church of Christ                                                                  Pastor    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd.                          

Fresno, CA 93704                                              



 2 

Second Sunday of Advent                                             December 10, 2023      

 
Our Gathering 

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

Prelude                                                   “Pastorale” - D. Zipoli                      Scott Horton, organ 
                               “Variations on Veni Emmanuel” - Dengler 

                             
Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 

Hymn of Approach “One Candle Is Lit” (tune: CRADLE SONG) 
(vs 2) Come quick-ly, sha-lom, teach us how to pre-pare 

For a gift that com-pels us with jus-tice to care. 
Our spir-its are rest-less till sin and war cease. 

One can-dle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 
Words ©1995 Chalice Press 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
Lighting the Candle of Peace          Melinda Mobley, Rebecca, Jesse, & Selena Aguero   

                        Dominick Schoelen-Aguero, and Jessie Schoelen 
 

A voice cries our declaring  God’s presence. 
Comfort, O Comfort my people, says God. 

 We come preparing the way of the Lord. 
 Together, we’re actively wait for God’s peace. 

A voice cries our declaring  God’s equity. 
Valleys shall be lifted and hills be made low. 

 We come to make straight in the desert a highway. 
 Together, we’re  pressing toward God’s peace. 

 A voice cries out declaring steadfastness. 
 Grass withers, flowers fade, but God’s word stands forever. 

 We lift up our voices with strength and good tidings. 
 Together, we carry out God’s peace 
 
*Hymn          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (vs. 3-4)             #116, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer for Transformation                        Parker Chamberlin, liturgist 

We come to you, Creator, not asking for an empty or entitled peace; 
We come to you asking that you call us to a life of meaning and purpose. 
Remind us to dig deeper to the wells of truth. 
Help us see beneath the surface level arguments and beyond viral news clips. 
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Embolden us to be the revolutionaries you have called us to be 
So that all injustice might be eradicated 
And peace that surpasses understanding may reign. 
Amen. 
 

Choral Anthem               “The Promise” - R. Nagy                                          Chancel Choir; 
                        Jane Maldonado, piano 

 
Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps with the Pastor]    
            

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

- When invited, all in the sanctuary may come forward with  
your strip of blue cloth to place in the manger-  

 

*Hymn     “The Baptist Shouts on Jordan's Shore”         #115, pew hymnal  
 
Scripture                        Mark 1:1-8                                              Parker Chamberlin 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  who will prepare your way, 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;  
make his paths straight,’ ” 
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so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. I have bap-
tized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for 
   the Word of God amongst us. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.   
 

Sermon                                          Bridget Webster, Guest speaker 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-71173 

 

 
The Church at Prayer                                                                             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi  
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                    Parker Chamberlin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Offertory                             “Lo, How A Rose” - Shafferman                                   Chancel Choir
                   
 
 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code with your smartphone camera.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  
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*Doxology  and Dedication 

 

 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully.  Amen. 

 

Hymn       “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”                   #117, pew hymnal 

*Benediction             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Blessing Song            “Go Now in Peace”  

  Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
  God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
  Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
  know God will guide you in all you do.  
  Go now in love and show you believe.  
  Reach out to others so all the world will see  
  God will be there, watching from above.  
  Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  
  Amen. Amen. Amen.  

1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License # A-711732  

 

Postlude                                     “Chant du Roi René” - A. Guilmant             Scott Horton, organ  
 

      It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude.  
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for Coffee Hour immediately following the                      
worship service. 
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This Week at Big Red 
Monday, December 11 
  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, December 12 

Wednesday, December 13 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

  7:00pm:  Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 14 

Friday, December 15 
 9:30am: BRC Pantry food distribution preparation - Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, December 16 
 10:00am: BRC Pantry “Free Food Saturday” - Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, December 17 
   9:00am: Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  Sunday of Peace Worship - Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour  

 3:00pm: Celebration of Christmas Concert - Sanctuary 

 Upcoming Dates to remember 

 Celebration of Christmas Concert - Dec 17 

 Blue Christmas  7pm - December 21 

 Christmas Eve Family Friendly Worship Service 10am - Dec 24 

 Christmas Eve Lessons and Carol Service 9pm - Dec 24 

 Epiphany - Jan 7 

 Annual Meeting - Jan 28 
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—————————————————————————————————————————--

For your convenience: Please place order form with payment into offering plate 
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First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Pastor 

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
Simon@bigredchurch.org 
 
Music Director/Organist 

Scott Horton 

 

Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 

Pat Morales 

 

Accountant 

Penny Leas Peterson 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Parker Chamberlin 

Ushers: Bruce Owdom, Sue Karibian, Bob McParland    

Candle Lighters: Melinda Mobley, Rebecca, Jesse, & Selena Aguero,  
           Dominick Schoelen-Aguero, and Jessie Schoelen 
Acolytes:  Sarah and Selena 

Technician: Brad Jenkins 

Coffee Hour: Church Life 

 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  
of a loving God. We affirm the diversity that exists  
among us. We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion 
and acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of 
every religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and 
mental ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry. We        
celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our  
spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or 
envisioned. 
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