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First Sunday of Advent                                           December 3, 2023      

 
Our Gathering 

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

Prelude          “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659”- J.S. Bach     Scott Horton, organ 
                    “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645”- J.S. Bach 
                             
Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Hymn of Approach    “One Candle Is Lit” (vs 1)   
 
Lighting the Candle of Hope                                            Nancy Mack & Bill Geissert 

Tear open the heavens and bring forth your presence. 
We watch and we wait for the glory to come. 

 We gather with hope, remembering your mercy.  
 Lead us in love; shine from above. 

 Awaken the earth, enflame and enflesh 
 We watch and we wait for what’s birthing ahead. 

 We gather with hope, remembering your justice. 
 Revive us, restore us; shine from above. 

 Make us your love wave to broaden your reach 
 We watch and we wait for your deeds to appear. 

 We gather with hope, remembering your handiwork. 
 Make us, mold us; shine from above. 
 
*Hymn          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (vs. 1-2)             #116, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer for Transformation (Inspired by “Hope” by Jason Robert Brown)    
                           Mary Stegall, liturgist 

We come singing songs of hope this morning.  
Though we may not be inspired much right now, we still sing.  
Though it may take us time to sit with our hampered thoughts and sift through the 
growing pile of despair, we still sing.  
In spite of everything ridiculous and sad— 
Though we may be beyond belief, depressed, confused, and mad— 
Some of us got dressed, and 
Some of us made it out of bed or out the door 
And we still sing of hope. 
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God, remind us that we have gotten through a lot of things we didn't think we could— 
that you have not left us nor forsaken us— 
The work begins in us. That our individual and collective ancestors still sang new songs in 
the valleys of death. 
And so, we still sing, too. 
Embolden us as we try to show the world the we can find hope even when it seems im-
possible to bear. 
Hope must be there.  
Fear never wins.  
The work begins in us.  
Amen.  
 

Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps with the Pastor]               
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
- When invited, all in the sanctuary may come forward with  

your strip of yellow fabric to place in the manger-  

 
*Hymn  of Preparation        “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”                       #335, pew hymnal    
 

Holy Communion 

Invitation to the table            Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
The Sharing  
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
 
*Hymn     “Comfort, Comfort O My People”                   #101, pew hymnal 
 
Scripture                        Isaiah 64:1-9                                                         Mary Stegall 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 
your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,  you came down; the mountains 
quaked at your presence.  
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God be-
sides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
cloth. 
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We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name or attempts to take hold of you, 
for you have hidden your face from us  and have delivered us into the hand of our       
iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for 
 the Word of God amongst us. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.   
 

Sermon                           Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-71173 

 

 
The Church at Prayer                                                                             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi  
 
Invitation to Generosity                           Mary Stegall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Offertory                             “Prepare the Way, O Zion” - arr. Dake                         Chancel Choir
                   
 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code with your smartphone camera.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  



 5 

*Doxology  and Dedication 

 

 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully.  Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving                                             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi                                           

Hymn             “Come, O Long Expected Jesus”       

*Benediction             Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Blessing Song            “Go Now in Peace”  

  Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
  God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
  Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
  know God will guide you in all you do.  
  Go now in love and show you believe.  
  Reach out to others so all the world will see  
  God will be there, watching from above.  
  Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  
  Amen. Amen. Amen.  

1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.  
OneLicense.net License # A-711732  

 

Postlude                “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661”- J.S. Bach     
            Scott Horton, organ  

 
It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude.  

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a special Family Advent Workshop and Coffee Hour 

immediately following the worship service. 
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This Week at Big Red 
Monday, December 4 
  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, December 5 
 6:00pm: M.O.M - Chapel 

Wednesday, December 6 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

  7:00pm:  Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 7 

Friday, December 8 

Saturday, December 9 

Sunday, December 10 
   9:00am: Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  Sunday of Peace Worship - Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour  

 Upcoming Dates to remember 

 Celebration of Christmas Concert - Dec 17 

 Christmas Eve Family Friendly Worship Service 10am - Dec 24 

 Christmas Eve Lessons and Carol Service 9pm - Dec 24 

 Epiphany - Jan 7 

 Annual Meeting - Jan 28 

 

Please pick up a directory update 

form, if you have any changes to 

email address, cell numbers  etc. 

The new Directory will be coming 

out in January. 

Thank you kindly...K 
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—————————————————————————————————————————--

For your convenience: Please place order form with payment into offering plate 
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First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Pastor 

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
Simon@bigredchurch.org 
 
Music Director/Organist 

Scott Horton 

 

Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 

Pat Morales 

 

Accountant 

Penny Leas Peterson 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Mary Stegall 

Ushers: Cliff Dodd, Teresa Fuentes                     

Candle Lighters: Nancy Mack & Bill Geissert 

Communion Servers: Randy and Judy Oftedal, Peter Wall, Robbyn Mosley 

Acolytes:  Olivia and Addison 

Coffee Hour: Church Ministries and Council 

Technician: Karisa Garza 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  
of a loving God. We affirm the diversity that exists  
among us. We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion 
and acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of 
every religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and 
mental ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry. We        
celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our  
spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or 
envisioned. 
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