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World Communion Sunday  
October 1, 2023       

 
Our Gathering 

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

Prelude Hymn-Sing                           Scott Horton, organ 
                                      
Welcome                  Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields, Guest Pastor 
   
*Call to Worship                             Pauline Phillips, liturgist 
 

One:  We Gather as God’s people to celebrate the beauty of our diversity 
All:     Let us love each other as God loves us beautifully and wonderfully made in  
 God’s image. 
One:  We give thanks for who we are, Beloved of God. 
All:     Let us open our hearts to God’s spirit of love and unity. 
One:  We celebrate the gifts of all gathered here today. 
All:     Let us worship God with all we are and celebrate the beauty of all God’s         
 creation. 

 
*Invocation 
 
*Hymn                    “For the Beauty of the Earth”             #28, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer of Confession                    
 

Lord Jesus, we confess we have been dishonest in our walk with you. We have not 
treated others with respect and acceptance and have not cared for the least of  these 
as you have called us to do. We acknowledge that too many times, we have taken 
the effortless way to our benevolence and have mistreated those in need and with 
judgment. We ask your forgiveness for all we have done that is not pleasing to you, 
Oh Lord. We ask your mercy on us. Amen! 
 

Moment of Silence 
 

(Each person can take this moment to confess those things to God; they need to surren-
der to God privately.) 
 

Words of Grace 
 
Choral Anthem    “Voice of God” - L. Larson                                       Chancel Choir 
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Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]         

 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

*Communion Hymn of Preparation        “Come to the Table of Grace”        
                                                                                                       

Holy Communion 
                  
Invitation to the table        Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields
   

Leader:  Today, on World Communion Sunday, we remember that we are one. Today, we      
         celebrate the Spirit of God that moves throughout God’s people across all of      
         creation.  
People:   We are one in Christ. 
Leader:   Today we remember our responsibility to bear with one another in love, to       

         maintain unity by the bond of peace and to be the body of Christ in the world.  
People:   We are one body. 
Leader:   Today we recall that, as members of one body, we can make a difference in a world 
         of people in need of the hope of the love of Christ. Today, we recognize this hope 
         that unites us and sustains us.  

People:    We are people of hope. 
   Leader:   Today we celebrate our unity. We set aside the small things that can divide us and 

          remember that, with God, we can overcome all things. Today we are reminded 
          that only with gentleness and humility can we clearly see God’s plan for us.  
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 People:  We are people of one Lord. 
 Leader:  Today, on World Communion Sunday, we acknowledge that we belong to God and  

         to each other. We share the bread and the cup of Holy Communion.  
 All:          We are people of one God who is above all and through all. 
 

The Consecration 
For centuries, Christians of different customs have gathered to commune with you and each 
other through the sharing of this feast. 
In their partaking, you have been with them,  
just as you are with us now. 
And so we join with our siblings around the world by remembering that  
on the night in which Jesus was betrayed,  
he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying:  
“Take eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
God, we remember and give thanks for your Son,  
and we ask that you bless and pour your spirit on these simple things, bread and the fruit of 
the vine: 

Make this broken bread whole in our taking. 
Make this full cup overflow in our sharing.  

With these elements nourish and sustain us, 
our way, our truth, our life; 
our Creator, our Redeemer, our Sustainer. 
Praise be to you, now, tomorrow, and forever. 

 
The Sharing  
 
Communion Music   “Festival Prelude on Thaxted” - Holst, arr. Pettit 

          Robbyn Mosley, cornet & Scott Horton, organ 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We have eaten, we have drunk,  we have tasted God’s goodness which lingers  
on our palates as a sweet song of salvation.     

May this meal we have shared here today fill us with such meaning that we taste the 
Love which Christ would have us remember. May we go from this table refreshed and   
replenished, ready to be both recipients of, and agents for, God’s Grace in the 
world.   Amen. 
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Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code with your smartphone camera.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  

*Hymn      “Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts”                   #329, pew hymnal 
 
Scripture             Exodus 17:1-7                                       Pauline Phillips 
 
Sermon                   "God’s Sustaining Presence"              Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-71173 

 

Prayers of the Church                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields  
 
Invitation to Generosity                             Pauline Phillips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory                             “Let Us Break Bread Together” - arr. Keeney     Scott Horton, organ 

 

*Doxology  (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH) 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving                Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields 
 
Announcements               Jeannie Hobson, Moderator 



 6 

*Closing Hymn                      “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You ”                            #4, pew hymnal 
 

Benediction           Rev. Dr. Celestine Fields 
 

*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 

Postlude                                            “Hymn of Joy” - A. Travis                       Scott Horton, organ 
                  

                It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude. 

        _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 
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This Week at Big Red 

Monday, October 2 
  5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Tuesday, October 3 
 6:00pm:  M.O.M. - Minturn Chapel 

Wednesday, October 4 
  8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

  4:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

  6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

  7:00pm:  Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, October 5 

Friday, October 6 
   5:00pm: Yoga - Room 1      

Saturday, October 7 

Sunday, October 8 
   9:00am: Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am: Worship Service -  Rev. Davena Jones, Guest Pastor - Sanctuary 

 10:00am: “Toucan Sunday” - Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour  

 

                       Upcoming Dates to remember 

 “Toucan Sunday” - Oct 8th  

 Spaghetti Dinner -  Oct 13  

 Congregational Meeting - Oct 15 

 Bachtober Concert - Oct 15 

 Halloween Party - October 31 

Effective Oct 2 

In house pantry hour: 

Monday & Wednesday: 

9:30am to 3pm 

Friday: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
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Guest Pastor 

 Rev. Davena Jones 

 

Music Director/Organist 

Scott Horton 

 

Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 

Pat Morales 

 

Accountant 

Penny Leas Peterson 

Office Administrator 

Kymberly Lindsey 

Office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Pauline Phillips 

Ushers: Bruce Owdom, Sue Karibian, Bob McParland 

Technician: Brad Jenkins 

Acolytes: Addison and Selena 

Coffee Hour: Pat Morales 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  
of a loving God. We affirm the diversity that exists  
among us. We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion 
and acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of 
every religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and 
mental ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry. We        
celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our  
spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or 
envisioned. 
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