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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  
August 6, 2023 

Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

Prelude  Scott Horton, piano 

Welcome  Rev. Sophia DeWitt, Guest Pastor 

*Call to Worship    (adapted from Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21)  Nancy Mack , liturgist 

One:  The Holy One is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast                      
love.        
All:     The Holy One is good to all, with compassion for all God’s creation. 
 One: The Holy One upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 
All:     The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
 One:  You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
 All:    The Holy One is just in all ways and always kind. 
One:  The Holy One is near to all who call on God, to all who call in truth.  
All:     The Hole One fulfills the desire of all who are in fear and also hears their cry 
          and saves them. 
One: The Holy One watches over all who love the Divine Presence and will make 

 wickedness no more. 
All:     My mouth will speak the praise of the Holy One, and all flesh will bless God's                                                                  
 holy name forever and ever. 

*Hymn “God Reigns O’er All the Earth”       #21, pew hymnal 

Opening Prayer       Nancy Mack 

Loving God, call us together as your people; transform us with your love.  Transform our 
hearts, that we may love generously. Transform our eyes, that we may see your grace. 
Transform our hands, that we may serve others.  Transform our spirits, that we may be 
the Body of Christ, gathered to worship and sent out to serve.  

Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps] 

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone, 
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide. 

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup 
Company OneLicense.net  License 

#A-711732 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

*Hymn “Your Ways Are Not Our Own”   #170,  pew hymnal 

Scripture Romans 12:9-21  Nancy Mack 

Sermon  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

Invitation to Prayer  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

Sung Call to Prayer 
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

Prayers of the Church 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Hymn of Preparation  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #347, pew hymnal 

Invitation  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

Consecration of Bread and Wine 

SCOTT HORTON
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The Sharing 
(When invited to come forward, approach the pastor down the center aisle to receive bread; 
you may eat as you receive it as a sign of the love and forgiveness offered you, personally, in 
Christ’s name.  Then proceed to the appropriate side aisle to receive a cup, and take it back to 
your pew and wait until invited to partake, a sign of our oneness in Christ. Children are invited 
to fully take part, and with the following hymn may exit through the front side door to their 
respective classrooms for the day’s planned activity.) 

The Thanksgiving (in unison)  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

Holy One, we remember the sacrifice of Jesus, and all who follow to bring love and justice to 
the world. May this bread and drink nourish us as they are the symbol of Christ’s essence in 
all of us.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

Invitation to Generosity  Nancy Mack 

Offertory  Scott Horton, organ 

*Doxology  (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host. 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!  Amen.  

*Dedication  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

*Closing Hymn  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”   #393, pew hymnal 

                    "Andantino" - E. Gigout
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*Benediction  Rev. Sophia DeWitt 

*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see 
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

Postlude “Nimrod, from Enigma Variations, Op. 36” - E. Elgar  Scott Horton, organ 

It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude 
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This Week at Big Red 

Monday August 7 

 Yoga will resume August 14th

Tuesday August 8

Wednesday August 9 

 8:00am: Bible Study - Zoom 

Thursday August 10 

 11:30am: Memorial Service for Marcy Toon Ruona -  Sanctuary 

 Reception to follow in the  Fellowship  Hall 

Friday August 11 

Saturday August 12 

 9:30am:  Saturday Morning "Bookies" - Marie Calendar’s  on Shaw 
Reading “Moving the Church Through Conflict” by Speed B. Leas 

Sunday August 13 

♦ 9:00am: Root and Branches - Fireside Room  

♦ 10:00am: Worship Service - Rev. Ara Guekguezian, Guest Pastor 

Important reminder: 

Tickets for Jazz on Van Ness are now on sale during Coffee 

Hour and will be available in the church office during 

church office business hours. 

SCOTT HORTON
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First Congregational Church of Fresno 2131 N. Van Ness Blvd.,

Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489 

Guest in the Pulpit  Office Administrator 

Rev, Sophia DeWitt   Kymberly Lindsey 

Music Director/Organist  Technicians 

Scott Horton     Karisa Garza 
 Brad Jenkins 

Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 

Pat Morales  

Accountant  

Penny Leas Peterson  

Office@bigredchurch.org 

Organist: Scott Horton 

Liturgist: Nancy Mack  

Ushers: Harold Householder 

   And Richard Van Wyhe 

Technician Brad Jenkins  

Coffee Hour: Dolores Torres 

 and Pete Espinoza 

Assisting with Today’s Service and Worship 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  of a loving God. We affirm 

the diversity that exists among us. 

We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, com-passion and 

acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of 

every religious background, sexual orientation, family composi-tion, physical 

and mental ability, race, age and gender.  

As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand 

with those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation.  

We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry. 

We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our  

spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have 

predicted or envisioned.  
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