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Our Gathering

Prelude      Scott Horton, Piano 

Welcome and Centering      Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent 

Call to Worship (Standing and responsively)  Wade Hobson 

Eternal God, in the still of the night just passed God sent God’s almighty 
Word to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of salvation. 

Give to us and this earth the peace for which we long, and fill our hearts 
with the joy of heaven. 

May this light, embodied in our worship today, shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit; one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Hymn    “Once In Royal David’s City”  #145, pew hymnal 

Christmas Day Responsive Collect (Adapted from Maya Angelou) 

 Wade Hobson 

O God, you have created this holy day to dawn with a brightness of  

the True Light.  

Into today’s climate of fear and apprehension, Christmas enters,  
streaming lights of joy, ringing bells of hope and singing carols of 
forgiveness high up in the bright air. 

The world is encouraged to come away from rancor, come the way of 
friendship. 

It is the Glad Season.  Hope is born again in the faces of children.   
It rides on the shoulders of our aged as they walk into their sunsets. 

We, Angels and Mortal’s, Believers and Non-Believers, look heavenward and 
speak the word aloud. And we say without shyness or apology or hesitation:  
Peace. We look at our world and speak the word aloud. 

Peace. We look at each other, then into ourselves and we say without     
shyness or apology or hesitation: Peace, My Brother.  Peace, My Sister. 
Peace, My Soul.  



Carols for Rejoicing   “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”  143 pew hymnal
 “What Child Is This”   148 pew hymnal 

 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  129 pew hymnal 

Scripture Readings Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-1  Wade Hobson 

A Last Visit To The Manger  - Christmas Day color is white 

[At the invitation, please come forward and lay the final quilting strip at the manger. 

White represents divinity, purity, light, and is the combination of all the colors in the 
color spectrum.] 

Hymn  “In the Bleak Midwinter”  128 pew hymnal 

Prompting “The Preacher and the Angel Gabriella Have Words” 

Norman Broadbent, Jeannie Hobson 

Hymn “Joy to the World”  132 pew hymnal 

Invitation to Offering  Wade Hobson 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for 
your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
you an Order of Worship).  

 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the 
QR code with your smartphone camera. 

  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and   
information about giving to the church. Thank you for 
supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  



 

Offertory                   "The Holly and the Ivy"  - arr. P. Rodriguez             Scott Horton  
                            organ 
*Doxology and Dedication 
 
 We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully.  Amen.  
 
Invitation to Prayer and Pastoral Christmas Day Prayer 

  Lord, listen to your children praying; Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
  Lord, listen to your children praying: send us love, send us power, send  
  us grace. 
 
Lord’s Prayer (using debts/debtors) 
 
Announcements and Closing Thoughts 

*Hymn          “Angels From the Realm of Glory”                      126 pew hymnal 

*Responsive Words of Parting 

     Holy One, now let your servants go in peace; 
  Your word has been fulfilled. 

Our own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the    
presence of all people, 

  a light to reveal You to the nations, and the glory of Your people            
  everywhere. 
      Peace be upon you and upon your household. 
 
*Blessing Hymn   “Go Now in Peace” 
 
 Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
 God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. 
 Go now in faith- steadfast, strong, and true; know  
 God will guide you in all you o. 
 Go now in love and show you believe;  
 reach out to others so all the world can see   
 God will be there, watching from above.   
 Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  Amen.  Amen. Amen. 

1988.Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 
1989. 

 

Postlude          “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” - arr. Kocur        Scott Horton 
                   piano  
 

It is our practice to be seated through the Postlude - 
 
 
. 
 



This Week at Big Red 

 

Monday December 26 
 5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1  

 Office will be closed 

Tuesday, December 27 
   

Wednesday December 28 
 8:00am: Bible Study -  Zoom 

 5:00pm: Yoga -  Room 1 

Thursday December 29 
   

Friday December 30 
 5:00pm: Yoga - Room 1      

Saturday December 31 

 

Sunday January 1 
 10:00am: Worship -  Sanctuary 

 11:00am: Coffee Hour -  Fellowship Hall 

 

There will be no Roots and Branches meeting on New Year’s Day 
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FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations  
of a loving God. We affirm the diversity that exists  
among us. We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion 
and             acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to peo-
ple of every religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical 
and mental ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer  
discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our  
church’s life and ministry. We celebrate the variety  
of talents and perspectives which flow into our  
spiritual community, continuing to enrich us in ways  
we could not have predicted or envisioned. 
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