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Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

 

Prelude                                        Scott Horton, piano 
                

Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 

Hymn of Approach                “One Candle Is Lit” vs.2                       Insert 
 
Lighting the Candle of Hope                                                   Pauline Phillips and Gayle Thornton 
 
*Hymn             “The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore”          #115, pew hymnal 
 
Prayer of Transformation                                                                                       Bailey Hill, Liturgist 
 
 As you move about your Realm on Earth, you desire our prayers to come alive.  
 Knowing the hopes of our hearts, you call us to create action that will help our 
 neighbors. Yet, there are times we continue to pray in mind only, never fulfilling our 
 calling to care for our neighbors. What we forget is that joy abounds when we can 
 transform a prayer from thoughts to concrete actions, blessing our siblings across 
 our world. Amen. 
 
Words of Grace  
 
*Passing of the Peace  
 Greeting:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 Response: And also with you.  
 
*Response of Praise (Sung)                   Gloria Patri 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
Choral  Anthem                                       “Breath of Heaven”                                        Chancel Choir 
                    Eaton & Grant                     Ann-English Weaver, soloist  
          arr. Courtney           

  
 

 
  



 

 

Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]             Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 
 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

  
   - When invited, all in the sanctuary may come forward with  

your strip of blue cloth to place in the manger-  
 

*Hymn          “There’s A Voice in the Wilderness”                    #120, pew hymnal 
 
Scripture                          Luke 3:1-6                             Bailey Hill 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Ju-
dea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled,  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth, 



 

 

 Sermon                                                                                                          Alissa Ellet 
 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 

The Church at Prayer                                           Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                                                                 Bailey Hill
                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Offertory                                   “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”                             Chancel Choir 
       - P. Manz                          

*Doxology and Dedication 

 We give You but Your own,  
 whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is Yours alone,  
 we give it gratefully.  Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn                              “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”         #117, pew hymnal 
 
*Benediction                    Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
 

 
 

 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  



 

 

*Blessing Song                   “Go Now in Peace” 
 
Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

  
 

Postlude                         “Noël Suisse” - Louis-Claude Daquin                  Scott Horton, organ 

            It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude 
   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

  
Next Sunday afternoon at 3pm 






SCOTT HORTON
OneLicense.net License # A-711732 

SCOTT HORTON
Words © 1995 Chalice Press











 

 

 

 

 

Advent is the beginning of a new church year—a new liturgical year, if you like technical words.  As 
Pastor Simon reminded us, this is when we start again on the journey of faith, beginning with a period 
of preparation. Maybe you have walked through many Advents, or maybe this will be your first. Either 
way, we have the great privilege of walking together.  

To help synchronize our steps on this journey, we have prepared an Advent Devotional. This is a guide 
for daily spiritual reading during this season of preparation. Each day, the Advent Devotional presents 
a reading from scripture together with a reflection to aid your prayer, meditation, or spiritual contem-
plation.  

Christians have been writing, reading, and using daily devotionals for hundreds of years. Continuing 
this ancient practice together is a way to help us foster our spiritual growth and formation, both as in-
dividuals, and as a community. 

You can pick up a copy in the Narthex. We look forward to sharing this journey through Advent with 
you! 

Today following worship service! This coming Friday! 



 

 

I am doing a "Christmas Special" Say Hello col-
umn (or maybe several, if I get enough re-
sponses!) sharing our special Christmas mem-
ories and traditions with each other. If you 
would like to participate, please email me at 
maryelainewall@gmail.com with a Christmas 
memory that you hold dear, laugh at, or get 
misty over, or a holiday tradition that you have 
enjoyed. 

Please: 

 Send it to me by next week, 
 

 Keep the length from a couple of sentences to a paragraph at the most (keeping in mind I will 
edit as necessary), 
 

 Make it something personal of yours (rather than something you saw, heard, or read that oth-
ers do). 
 
I will attribute each contribution to the person sending it in. I hope this will be a fun way to share 
our memories and traditions with one another. Thanks! 
 

- Mary Wall 

Saturday Friends Advent Discussions 

 

Saturday, December 14th 
Marie Calendar’s (Shaw and Cedar)  - 9:30 A.M. 
 
Using Kate Bowler’s “The Weary World Rejoice”. 
 
This devotional can be downloaded in three different formats at Katebowler.com/advent. Copies 
of the devotional are being printed. Saturday Friends is asking for a donation of $5.00 to First 
Congregational Church of Fresno to cover the costs of printing. Please text Catherine 
(540.420.0803) to request a printed copy of the devotional. 
 
Come join the discussion on Saturday, December 7th and/or Saturday, December 14th. Please 

text Catherine if you plan on attending (540.420.0803), so we can meet in the appropriate area 

of Marie Calendar’s. In the meantime, take time to notice the lights of Christmas or look up at the 

stars and the moon. 

mailto:maryelainewall@gmail.com
mailto:maryelainewall@gmail.com


 

 

This Week at Big Red 

 

Monday, December 9 
 5:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 

Tuesday, December 10 

Wednesday, December 11 
 12:00pm: Bible Study - Zoom 

 4:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 

 6:00pm: Handbells rehearsal - Music Room 

 7:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 12 

Friday, December 13 
 9:30am: Christmas Gift Packs  assembly for Naomi’s House - Parlor 

Saturday, December 14 

Sunday, December 15 

 9:00am: Exploration Hour - Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  Worship - Sanctuary  
 3:00pm: A Celebration of Christmas - Fellowship Hall 
 

Save The Dates: 
        BRC Pantry “Free Food Saturday” - Dec 21 - 10:00am 
 Family Friendly Christmas Eve Service  - Dec 24 - 4:00pm 
 Traditional Lessons and Carols - Dec 24 - 9:00pm 
        FCCF Annual Meeting - January 26th - following worship service 
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         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 
 

Liturgist:  Bailey Hill 
 
Ushers:  Cliff Dodd, Anthony Ross, Sue Karibian 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles: Pauline Phillips & Gayle Thornton 
 
Acolytes: Paloma and Addison 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the         
diversity that exists among us.  
 
We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and          
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every  
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental 
ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.  
We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual 
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or            
envisioned. 



 

 

Information for Families with Kids: 
 

Families with Infants and Toddlers: If you have any care 
needs for your infant or toddler during service, Room 1, lo-
cated in the courtyard, is available. There is a live feed of the 
service playing in the room. 

 
Families with Kids 3 Years old and older: Kids are welcome to stay with their par-
ents in service until the children’s message. After the message, kids can join us 
in Sunday School. If your kids are joining us in Sunday School for the first time, 
please scan the QR code and fill out the form online. Thank you! 

 

 

We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of 

domestic violence we encourage you to find safety.  559.233.HELP 

Help@MMCenter.org 
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