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Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
October 6, 2024 

Our Gathering 
(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 

 

Prelude                                                 Scott Horton, organ 
                                                                                                                                            
Welcome                                   Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Call to Worship                                                                                              Paloma Biasell, Liturgist 
 
 One:  O God, meet us this morning so that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
  days.  
 All:  The Holy One meets us in the stillness of our thoughts, in the joy of our              
  laughter, in the spontaneity of our encounters, in the hope of our presence. 
 One:   O God, meet us this morning so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 All:   The Creator sustains us with mercy, reassures us with compassion, and                
   challenges us with grace. 
 One:   O God, meet us this morning so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 All:      Let us worship our Maker in spirit and in truth, through pain and despair, with 
   the fullness of our being. 

 
*Hymn          “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                      #1, pew hymnal  
 
Moment for Ministries - Ministry of Resources                    Wade Hobson  
 

Prayer of Transformation                                                                                               Paloma Biasell 
 
 Just God, we confess our attachment to things of this world, to our possessions, and 
 to objects of status. We acknowledge the pride we take in doing good things that   
 require little of us while turning away from the needed thing that challenges our 
 wants and desires. Make us repairers of brokenness and restorers of lost. Help us to 
 discern that life in full pursuit of your kingdom is rich, full, and freeing. Even as you 
 test us, help us meet the moment with abounding love and abiding faith. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace  
 
*Passing of the Peace  
 Greeting:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 Response: And also with you.  
 

 
  



 

 

*Response of Praise (Sung)                   Gloria Patri 
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Choral Anthem                       “All Earth Rejoice With A Gladsome Voice” - Vivaldi                        
       arr. Hopson                                          Chancel Choir 
 
Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]       Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn                             “The Summons”                                                          Insert 
 
Scripture                                   Mark 10:17-31                                           Paloma Biasell 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 
No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder. You shall 
not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness. You shall not                 
defraud. Honor your father and mother.’ ” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since 
my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,                  
follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 



 

 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Je-
sus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things 
are possible.” 
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly 
I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or chil-
dren or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news who will not receive a hundred-
fold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with per-
secutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 
will be first.” 

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, 
      and for the Word of God among us. 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.    
                                            
Sermon                                                                               Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 

Sung Call to Prayer 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 

Prayers  for the Church 
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                                                                Paloma Biasell

                                            
 
 
 

 

 

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts! 
 

 There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for   
 your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed 
 you an Order of Worship).  

  
 You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the   
 QR code.  

 
  BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and              
 information about giving to the church. Thank you for  
 supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.  



 

 

Offertory                                     “The Perfect Wisdom of Our God”                                  Chancel Choir 

                                                Getty/Townend; arr. James    
                                  
*Doxology (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above, ye heavenly host; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*Dedication 
 
*Closing Hymn                         “Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”                         #459, pew hymnal   
 
*Benediction                           Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi 
 
*Blessing Song                   “Go Now in Peace” 

 
Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 

       Postlude                                “A Bachtober Preview”                                Scott Horton, organ 

      
      It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude 
   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

  



 

 

This afternoon at 3pm 
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The Summons

Text: John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Tune: KELVINGROVE, 7 6 7 6 777 6; Scottish melody; arr. by John L. Bell, b.1949, © 1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

The Summons

SCOTT HORTON
OneLicense.net License # A-711732





 

 

This Week at Big Red 

 

Monday, October 14 - Office closed today (Indigenous Peoples’ Day) 
 5:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 

Tuesday, October 15 

Wednesday, October 16 
 12:00pm: Bible Study - Zoom 

 4:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 

 6:00pm:  Handbell rehearsal - Music Room 

 7:00pm:  Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 Thursday, October 17 
 5:00pm: Big Red at Gazebo Gardens 

Friday, October 18 

Saturday, October 19 

Sunday, October 20 

 9:00am: Exploration Hour - Roots and Branches - Fireside Room 

 10:00am:  New Members’ Sunday Worship - Sanctuary  
 11:00am: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall 
 

Save The Dates: 
 New Member Sunday - Oct 20 
 Community Halloween Party  - Oct 31 
 Holiday Boutique - Nov 2 
   Installation of Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi - Nov 17 
   Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon - Nov 24 

 
 
           
 

 



 

 

First Congregational Church of Fresno                                                                    
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Office Administrator 
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office@bigredchurch.org 
 

Director of Christian Education 
Vanessa Valdez-Johnson 
vanessa@bigredchurch.org 
 
Caretaker/ Event Coordinator 
Pat Morales 
 

Technicians 

Karisa Garza 
Brad Jenkins 
  

         Assisting in Today’s Service 

Organist: Scott Horton 
 

Liturgist:  Paloma Biasell 
 
Ushers:  Bruce Owdom, Sue Karibian, Bob McParland 
 
Technician: Brad Jenkins 
 
Acolytes: Irena and Amelie 
 
 

 

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement 
 

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the         
diversity that exists among us.  
 
We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and          
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every  
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental 
ability, race, age and gender. 
 
As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with 
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation. 
 
We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.  
We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual 
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or            
envisioned. 



 

 

Information for Families with Kids: 
 

Families with Infants and Toddlers: If you have any care 
needs for your infant or toddler during service, Room 1, lo-
cated in the courtyard, is available. There is a live feed of the 
service playing in the room. 

 
Families with Kids 3 Years old and older: Kids are welcome to stay with their par-
ents in service until the children’s message. After the message, kids can join us 
in Sunday School. If your kids are joining us in Sunday School for the first time, 
please scan the QR code and fill out the form online. Thank you! 

 

 

We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of 

domestic violence we encourage you to find safety.  559.233.HELP 

Help@MMCenter.org 
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