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Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time
September 8, 2024

Our Gathering

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all)

Prelude Scott Horton, organ
Welcome Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
*Call to Worship Michael Camufiez, Liturgist

One: Those who trust in the Holy One are like a high, which cannot be moved
but abides forever.

All:  Surround us, O God, like the atmosphere around the earth.

One: We stretch out our hands and our hearts reaching for your goodness and
righteousness.

All:  Surround us, O God, like the atmosphere around the earth.

One: Lead us on good paths and make us agents of peace.

All:  Surround us, O God, like the atmosphere around the earth.

*Hymn “God Reigns o’er All the Earth ” #21, pew hymnal
Moment for Ministries - Ministry of Worship Charlene Lund
Prayer of Transformation Michael Camufiiez

Holy One, we confess our tendency to exclude rather than to include, to form closed
groups rather than open communities, and to prioritize comfort rather than embrace
curiosity. Help us to truly love our neighbor, whether family, friend, stranger, or foe,
as ourselves and with the love you demonstrate toward us.

Words of Grace

*Passing of the Peace
Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.
Response: And also with you.

*Response of Praise (Sung) Gloria Patri
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.



Anthem “Go Into the House of the Lord” - Lloyd Larson Chancel Choir
Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]  Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;
let this be our song — no one stands alone,
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.
Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company
Onelicense.net License #A-711732
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Hymn “Open My Eyes That | May See ” Insert

Scripture Mark 7:24-37 Michael Camufiez
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down
at his feet. Now the woman was a gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” And when she went home, she found the child lying
on the bed and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went by way of Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee,
in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his
speech, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from
the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue



Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered
them to tell no one, but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.
They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes
the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us,
and for the Word of God among us.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

Sung Call to Prayer
Lord, listen to your children praying:
Lord send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying:
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved.
Onelicense.net License #A-711732

Prayers of the Church Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
Invitation to Generosity Michael Camufez
E l’i':' E Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts!
‘iﬁ-'u-w = There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for
- " your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed
ey LA - you an Order of Worship).
1
E ﬁ& o = You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the
QR code.

= BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and
information about giving to the church. Thank you for
supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.

Offertory “I Often Dance” - Gary Hallquist Chancel Choir &
Nancy Mack, flute



*Doxology (Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Dedication

*Closing Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #42, pew hymnal
*Benediction Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace, never be afraid;

God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;
know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world will see
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Amen. Amen. Amen.

1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.
OnelLicense.net License # A-711732

Postlude “Samba Triste,” from Divertimento for Two Pianos Peter Wall &
Richard Rodney Bennett Scott Horton, duo piano

It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude.
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God Reigns o’er All the Earth

21

Jane Parker Huber, 1981 Isa. 52:7-10
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1 God reigns o’er all the earth! Green hills and val-leys low, the

2 God reigns o’er hu-man life! Through youth and ag-ing years, in

3 God reigns o’er time and space! In his - tory’s by-gone days, Christ’s

4 God reigns! Em-man-u - el! God with us ev-ery day, in
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farms and towns in golds and browns God’s grace and beau -ty show.
death, in birth, in grief, in  mirth, in all  our hopes and  fears.
faith - ful folk in rev-erence spoke  to bring God earn - est praise.
all our past and to the last, our com - fort and our stay.
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God  reigns o’er all the earth! Stone banks and spread-ing plains, in
God reigns o’er hu-man life! Our in - spi-ra - tion still. Through
God  reigns o’ertimeand space! O’er gal - ax -y and sun, through
God reigns! Em-man-u - el! Let  praise to Christ be sung! God’s
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rain-bow hues— reds, yel-lows, blues— of streams and coun-try  lanes.

all our schemes, in all our dreams,we see  God’sreign-ing  will.
time-less years the cos-mos hears the heaven-ly mu-sic run.

pres-ence here  makes all things dear. Let joy - ful bells be rung!
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The author’s notes on this text describe it as a progression of
awareness of God’s reign among us—in physical surroundings,
in the various stages of life, in time and space, and supremely in
Christ, God with us.

Tune: TERRA BEATA S.M.D.
Traditional English melody
Adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915



Open My Eyes, That I May See
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1. O- pen my eyes, that I may see glimps-es of truth thou
2. O- pen my ears, that I may hear voic-es of truth thou
3. O - pen my mouth,and let me bear glad-ly the warm truth
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hast for me; place in my hands the won-der- ful key
send - est clear; and while the wave- notes fall on my ear,
ev - ery-where; o - pen my heart and let me pre- pare
e e e e e
= ——=—7 =
Refrain
_;Q co b —— | Y =% F'*'ﬁ N
b — )
g -
that shall un-clasp and set me free.
ev - ery-thing false will dis - ap-pear. Si-lent-ly now I
love with thy chil- dren thus to share.
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wait  for thee, read-y, my God, thy will to see.
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O - pen my eyes, fejpi
O-pen my ears, il - lu- mineme, Spir - it di- vine!
O - pen my heart,
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WORDS and MUSIC: Clara H. Scott, 1895

OPEN MY EYES
88.98 w. refrain



O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 42

Charles Wesley, 1740; alt.
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1 O for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my  great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My  gra-cious Sav-ior and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 Je - sus!the name that calms our fears, that bids our sor-rows cease
4 Glo - ry to God, and love and praise be ev-er, ev - er  given
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The glo - ries ev-er ech-o0 -ing the tri - umphs of God’s grace!
To spread through all the earth a - broad the hon - ors of your name.
Is mu - Sic in the sin-ner’sears, is life, and health,and peace!
By all the saints in ev-ery age, the churchin earth and heaven.
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Tune: AZMON C.M.

Carl G. Gliser, 1828

Adapt. in L. Mason’s Modern Psalmody, 1839
Alternate tune: RICHMOND

The hymn is a cento from a longer poem of eighteen stanzas
written by Charles Wesley on the first anniversary of his
conversion. The present form of the hymn is one edited by John
Wesley for The Wesleyan Hymn Book, 7780.
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16th Annual Keyboard

Chamber Concert
September 8, 2024 - 3:00 p.m.

Join Us For An Afternoon of Music

- featuring -
Gina Fazio, Matthew Horton, Jane Davis Maldonado,
Robert Maldonado, and Peter Wall piano; & Scott Horton, pipe organ/piano

- performing masterworks for piano duet, two pianos, and solo organ from -
Bach, Bennett, Schubert, and Shawn

First Congregational Church of Fresno

2131 N. Van Ness Blvd. (South of Clinton)
This is a free concert. A free-will offering will be collected to benefit the Casavant Pipe Organ



0 Jazz oN Van NESS
2

Sunpay Serr 22, 2024
4rPM 10 7PM
FinSsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

OF FRESNO

2137 N. Vav Ness Bivp, Friesnvo, CA

APPEFTIZIRS-DIESSERTS-REFRESHMINTS-CASH BAR
SH FENT AUCTION
Tickers: $40 PR PERSON 0 $300 ror A
TARIF OF 8
I nvE Music: Joyor BREWER — VOCALS
Davin Aus — Puanvo, Apas Ei1 MORE — BBASS

Micriari Bowwer — DRUMS .
A WILL GO TO THE qbp

FirstT CoverecaTional CHURCH OF IFRESNO
Genverat FUND

TICKETS ARE ON SALE AFTER WORSHIP IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL OR
Mon — THURS 9AM-330PM IN THE CHURCH OFFICE. PLEASE CALL
559.227.8489 0R EMAIL OFFICE@BIGREDCHURCH.ORG FOR MORE
INFORMATION



This Week at Big Red

Monday, Sept 9

+ 5:00pm: Yoga - Room 1 Bible study time has changed to 12:00pm
Tuesday, Sept 10 on Wednesdays.

Wednesday, Sept 11 Zoom link:

+ 12:00pm: Bible Study - Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87227205233

L

L

L

L

4:00pm: Yoga - Room 1
6:00pm: Prospective New Member Meeting - Parlor
6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room

7:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal - Sanctuary

Thursday, Sept 12

Friday, Sept 13

Saturday, Sept 14

Sunday, Sept 15

+ 9:00am: Exploration Hour - Roots and Branches - Fireside Room

+ 10:00am: Worship - Sanctuary
+ 11:00am: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

Save the date
o Jazz on Van Ness - Sunday - September 22

Tickets are now on sale in the Fellowship Hall immediately following worship
service. Get yours today! $40 per ticket
Donations for Silent Auction may be brought in during regular office hours



First Congregational Church of Fresno
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489

Bigredchurch.org

Pastor Director of Christian Education
Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi Vanessa Valdez-Johnson
simon@bigredchurch.org vanessa@bigredchurch.org
Music Director/Organist Caretaker/ Event Coordinator
Scott Horton Pat Morales

Office Administrator Technicians

Kymberly Lindsey Karisa Garza
Office@bigredchurch.org Brad Jenkins

Assisting in Today’s Service

Organist: Scott Horton
Liturgist: Michael Camufiez
Ushers: Mike Gostanian
Technician: Karisa Garza
Coffee Hour: Church Life

Acolytes: Avery and Addison

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the
diversity that exists among us.

We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental
ability, race, age and gender.

As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation.

We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.

We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or
envisioned.




Ministry of Worship

Mission Statement
Providing welcoming, meaningful,
engaging worship each season
of the church year.

The Ministry of Worship collaborates with the Pastor, the Music Director, other church staff, and
the other Ministries in gathering the creative resources needed to foster spiritual formation and
growth through worship, music, and the arts. In addition to supporting the ushers, acolytes, and
communion teams, the Ministry of Worship seeks to enhance weekly worship services each
Sunday morning. The Ministry of Worship also prepares for special services during Advent,
Christmas, Lent, and Easter seasons. (Adopted Policies and Procedures, January 19, 2021)

Name: Contact information:

We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.
How would you like to participate?

[]  1would like to help people feel welcome.
[]  1would like to greet people.
[] I would like to be an usher one Sunday a month.

L] I would like to help serve communion.

L] I would like to help lead worship by reading prayers
and scriptures (be the liturgist one Sunday).

[] | enjoy singing and/or playing an

instrument.

L] I would like to sing in the choir and/or
ring handbells.

[] I would like to play in our seasonal
orchestras.

L] I would like to help decorate the Sanctuary and Chancel area for
special seasons (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter).
[] I would like to help set up and/or clean up for concerts or special
services (Chamber Concert, Bachtober, Lenten Study, etc.).
Y L] I would like to help prepare food for receptions for concerts and/or
- special services (Galloway Evensong, Maundy Thursday, etc.).
(2024.09.08)



Families with Infants and Toddlers: If you have any care

* a needs for your infant or toddler during service, Room 1, lo-
WI cated in the courtyard, is available. There is a live feed of the

SUNDAY KIDG MINIGTRY S€rvice playing in the room.

Families with Kids 3 Years old - 5th grade: Kids are welcome to stay with their
parents in service until the children’s message. After the message, kids can join
us in Sunday School. If your kids are joining us in Sunday School for the first
time, please scan the QR code and fill out the form online. Thank you!

% We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of
/ﬁarjaree domestic violence we encourage you to find safety. 559.233.HELP
ason

. Center

10
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