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Our Gathering

(* Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all)

Prelude - Hymn Sing Scott Horton, organ
Welcome Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
*Call to Worship (Inspired by Psalm 71) Melinda Mobley, liturgist

One: Inthe Holy One, we take refuge; let us never put to shame. Our praise is
continually of you.

All: In your righteousness deliver us and hear our cries for justice and peace.

One: Inthe Holy One, we draw strength; let us never be put to shame. Our praise is
continually of you.

All: Be a rock of refuge for the vulnerable, a strong fortress to save creation, for
you are our rock and fortress.

One: Inthe Holy One, we receive courage; let us never be put to shame. Our praise is
continually of you.

All: Rescue us, O my God, from the hand that seeks to separate us, from the grasp
of the unjust and cruel, for you, Holy One, are our hope and trust.

*Hymn “A Mighty Fortress” #439, pew hymnal

Prayer of Transformation Melinda Mobley

God Who Knows Us, we pray that you form and shape us anew. Remind us who we
are and draw us back to you. Transform us in love, correct us with compassion, and
lead us with clarity into the paths of righteousness, truth, and peace. Forgive us for
the ways that we reject your presence, your guidance, and your will. Redeem and
restore us as your beloved creation and active citizens of your kingdom. In Jesus, we
pray. Amen.

Words of Grace

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Greeting: The Peace of Christ be with you.
Response: And also with you.

*Response of Praise (Sung) Gloria Patri
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit Three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.



Choral Anthem “Creation Sings” - Townend & Getty; arr. Koerts Chancel Choir

Time for Discovery [children are invited to the chancel steps]

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;
let this be our song — no one stands alone,
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company
OnelLicense.net License #A-711732

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Hymn of Preparation “As We Gather at Your Table”

Holy Communion

Invitation to the table

The Sharing

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Hymn “God Speak to Me”
Scripture Jeremiah 1:4-10

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;
| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

Vanessa Valdez-Johnson

#332, pew hymnal

Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

#531 pew hymnal

Melinda Mobley



Then | said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am only a boy.” But the
LORD said to me,

“Do not say, ‘l am only a boy,’
for you shall go to all to whom | send you,
and you shall speak whatever | command you.
Do not be afraid of them,
for | am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD.”

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me,
“Now | have put my words in your mouth.
See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdomes,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

Liturgist: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God within us, and for
the Word of God amongst us.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

Sung Call to Prayer
Lord, listen to your children praying:
Lord send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying:

Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.
OnelLicense.net License # A-711732

The Church at Prayer Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi

Invitation to Generosity Melinda Mobley

Here at the Big Red Church, everyone counts, and every gift counts!

= There are two donation boxes and giving envelopes for

E 1-['.' - E your gifts in the Narthex (the area where an usher handed
] you an Order of Worship).

r'l_l!.l. :!’. - = You can also give through the Givelify App by scanning the
d 'ﬁ] QR code.
[
e

" = BigRedChurch.org/giving/ has more instructions, links, and
information about giving to the church. Thank you for
supporting and joining in the ministry of this church.




Offertory “Allegretto, from Six Preludes & Intermezzi for Organ, Op .9 ” - H. Schroeder
Scott Horton, organ

*Doxology and Dedication

We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. Amen.

*Hymn “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” #77, pew hymnal
*Benediction Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi
*Blessing Song “Go Now in Peace”

Go now in peace, never be afraid;

God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;
know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world will see
God will be there, watching from above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen. Amen. Amen.

1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.
OnelLicense.net License # A-711732

It is our tradition to be seated for the Postlude.

Postlude “Poco vivace, from Six Preludes & Intermezzi for Organ, Op. 9”
H. Schroeder Scott Horton, organ

k %k k k ok ok k k ok k ok ok k %k ok k ok k k %k k %k k k k k k ¥k k



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 439

Martin Luther, c. 1529 Ps. 46
Transl. Frederick H. Hedge, 1853; adapt. Ruth Duck, 1981
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1 A might-y for - tress 1is our God, a bul-wark nev - er fail - ing,
2 Did we in our own strength con-fide, our striv-ing wouldbe los - ing,
3 And though this world with dev - ils filled should threat-en to un - do us,

4 That word be-yond all earth - ly powersfor - ev -er is a - bid - ing;
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Our pres-ent help a - mid the flood of mor-tal ills pre - vail - ing.
But there is one who takesour side, the One of God’sown choos - ing.
We will not fear for God has willed the truth to tri - umph through us.
The Spir-it and the gifts are ours, for Christis with us sid - i

ing.
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For still our an-cient foe does seek to work us woe with craft and pow - er
You ask whothat may be? Christ Je - sus sets us free! With might-y power to
The powers of e - vil grim, we trem-ble not for them; their rage we can en -
Let goods and kin-dred go, this mor-tal life al - so; the bod-y they may
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great, and armed with cru-el hate, on earthwith-out an e - qual.

save, vic - to - rious o’er the grave, Christ will pre-vail tri - um - phant.

dure, for lo, their doomis sure: one lit - tle word shall fell them.

kill; God’s truth shall tri-umph still; God’s reign en-dures for - e er
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There is speculation that this psalm paraphrase was written Tune: EIN’FESTE BURG (isometric) 8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7.
in 1527 when Martin Luther’s friend was burned at the stake, Martin Luther, c. 1529
or in 1529, when Lutheran German princes protested the Harm. The New Hymnal for American Youth, 1930; alt.
revocation of their liberties. It has been translated into more For another version, see 440
than fifty languages.

OneLicensenet License #A4-71173



332 As We Gather at Your Table

Matt. 22:1-10; Luke 14:16-24

Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1989
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2 Turn our wor-ship in-to  wit - ness in the
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, helpus  sum - mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel - come those who had been last and least.
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our hearts and minds be stirred.

Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto -

Thereno more will en - vy bind
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till we claim it as our own;

Give us, Christ, your great com-pas - sion to for - give as you for - gave;

nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly  ban - quet how to make Love’s vic - tory known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age

in the world you died to save.

as we join withsaintsand an - gels to re - peat

the sound-ing joy.
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In this hymn, commissioned by an Episcopal parish in Virginia
for the celebration of its tricentennial, Carl P. Daw, Jr., utilized

a

familiar phrase from Isaac Watts’ “Joy to the World,” which was

the motto for the celebration: “Repeat the sounding joy.”

Words Copyright © 1989 by Hope Publishing Company

Onelicense.net License #A-71173

Tune: BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7.D.

The Sacred Harp, 1844

Harm. The New Century Hymnal, 7992


SCOTT HORTON
OneLicense.net  License #A-71173 


531

God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak

Frances Ridley Havergal, 1872; alt.
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1 God, speak  to me, that I may speak in
2 1© lead me, God, that I may lead some
3 0 fill me with your full - ness, God, your
4 O use me, God, use ev - en me just
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let me seek  your err - ing chil - dren lost and lone.
I may feed your hun - gry ones with - out de - lay.
kin - dling thought,your love to tell, your praise to  show.
face 1 see, your rest, your joy, your glo - ry share.
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Daughter of the English hymnwriter William H. Havergal,
Frances Ridley Havergal was a gifted poet and student of several
languages, including Hebrew and Greek. She also composed
several hymn tunes. Canonbury was adapted from one of Robert

Schumann’s piano pieces.

Onelicensenet License #A-71173

Tune: CANONBURY L.M.
Arr. from Robert Schumann, 1872



77

Luke 2:29; Rom. 1:16

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

Attrib. to John Fawcett, 1773; alt.
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless - ing; fill our hearts with
2 We give thanks and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s
3 So that when your love shall «call us, Sav - ior, from the
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world a - way, Fear of death  shall not ap - pall us,
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tri - umph in re - deem-ing grace: Oh, re - fresh us,
in  our hearts and lives a - bound: Ev - er faith - ful,
glad your sum - mons to o - Dbey: May we ev - er,
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ev - er faith - ful to the truth may we be found.
may  we ev - er live with  you n end - less day.
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Influenced by George Whitefield’s preaching, John Fawcett Tune: SICILIAN MARINERS 8.7.8.7.8.7.

Joined the Baptist church, and served as minister in Wainsgate,
England, for fifty-four years. Yielding to the persuasion of his

Sicilian melody, 18th century
The European Magazine and Review, 1792

parishioners, he declined invitations to move elsewhere. He

wrote more than 160 hymns.

Onel.icensenet License #A-71173



This Week at Big Red

Monday, February 3
+ 5:00pm: Yoga-Rm1
Tuesday, February 4

Wednesday, February 5
+ 4:00pm:Yoga-Rm1

+ 6:00pm: Handbell rehearsal - Music Room
+ 7:00pm: Chancel Choir rehearsal- Sanctuary

Thursday, February 6

Friday, February 7
Saturday, February 8

Sunday, February 9
+ 9:00am: Roots and Branches - Fireside Rm

+ 10:00am: Worship - Sanctuary

+ 11:00am: Coffee Hour - Fellowship Hall

+ 11:15am: Worship Committee Meeting - Parlor

+ 11:15am: Fiber Arts Introductory Meeting - Rm 4

Save The Date

+ Ordination of Kimberly Williams - Feb 22nd

+ Church Life “Enchilada Sale” - Mar 16th
order forms available in the Fellowship Hall
during Coffee Hour




First Congregational Church of Fresno
2131 N. Van Ness Blvd., Fresno, CA 93704 | (559) 227-8489

Bigredchurch.org

Pastor Director of Christian Education
Rev. Simon Biasell-Moshrefi Vanessa Valdez-Johnson
simon@bigredchurch.org vanessa@bigredchurch.org
Music Director/Organist Caretaker/ Event Coordinator
Scott Horton Pat Morales

Office Administrator Technicians

Kymberly Lindsey Karisa Garza
office@bigredchurch.org Brad Jenkins

Assisting in Today’s Service

Organist: Scott Horton

Liturgist: Melinda Mobley

Ushers: Cliff Dodd, Harold Householder, Richard van Wyhe
Acolytes: Hudson and Dash

Technician: Brad Jenkins

Coffee Hour: Jacquie Shore

FCCF Open and Affirming Statement

We believe that all people are sacred creations of a loving God. We affirm the
diversity that exists among us.

We strive to answer the call of Christ by extending his love, compassion and
acceptance to everyone. In this spirit, we open our family of faith to people of every
religious background, sexual orientation, family composition, physical and mental
ability, race, age and gender.

As Christians, we experience God’s reconciling love. In response we stand with
those who suffer discrimination, isolation and alienation.

We welcome all people to participate fully in our church’s life and ministry.

We celebrate the variety of talents and perspectives which flow into our spiritual
community, continuing to enrich us in ways we could not have predicted or
envisioned.




Families with Infants and Toddlers: If you have any care needs for your infant or
w y@ toddler during service, Room 1, located in the courtyard, is available. There is a live

SUNDAY KIDS MINISTRY feed of the service playing in the room.

Families with Kids 3 Years old and older: Kids are welcome to stay with their parents in service un-
til the children’s message. After the message, kids can join us in Sunday School. If your kids are
joining us in Sunday School for the first time, please scan the QR code and fill out the form online.
Thank you!

Join Our Creative FiberArts Community!

EXPLORE, CREATE, AND CONNECT WITH FELLOW FIBER ARTISTS

Our group welcomes all skill levels to explore various fiber art techniques,
share ideas, and inspire each other in a supportive environment.

JOIN US IN ROOM 4 AT 11:15AM SUNDAY 2/9/25 TO LEARN MORE

Whether you're into knitting, crocheting,
weaving, cross stitching, sewing, quilting,
embroidery, or you just want to build
community with fellow Big Red folks, come
enhance your skills and foster creativity.
Join us to learn and grow together!

We believe God wants to liberate those in bondage. If you are a victim of
?( . domestic violence we encourage you to find safety. 559.233.HELP
Marjaree

. Ei/lgrswgenr Help@MMCenter.org
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