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Welcome! Are you a guest with us, or interested in connecting with us?
Text “New” to 559-425-4050 and fill out the Connect Card.
PREPARE FOR COMMUNION FROM HOME

Before the service you will want to prepare some bread, a slice or a small loaf of any
kind of bread. In some parts of the world tortilla, rice cake, cassava are used as this
element which is defined not as a wheat product but as the most common food of the
people. Let it be something you alone or you with others in your house may break and
share. Prepare a cup or cups of juice -- perhaps grape or cranberry -- or wine, with or
without alcohol.
Set these elements in the living room or kitchen where you experience worship
electronically with our faith community. Perhaps you want to put them on a lovely cloth
or fabric that reminds you of a special time or a person deeply connected with you in the
communion of saints. Perhaps you will light a candle or place a flower or plant or the
photograph of someone you wish to bring into the circle of faith beside the bread and
the cup.
Prelude

“Allegro e Spiritoso” - Baldassare Galuppi

Welcome

Scott Horton, organ

Rev. Raygan Baker

Call to Worship

Liturgist: Gayle Thornton

Prayer of Confession
One:

In our confession, O God, we pray your abiding love be shown more fully in
the ways we love:

All:

Creator God, giver of life,
We confess the times when we fail to love our neighbors as we love
ourselves.
Forgive us when we ignore and we fail to see our neighbors in need.
Abiding God, also forgive us when we reject love from others, and shut
down completely.
We also confess the times when we did not tend to our own needs,
and denied ourselves of your forgiveness and grace.
In our failures, we have refused your invitation to grow closer to you.
Forgive us, we pray.
(A silence is held for personal prayer and reflection)
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Words of Assurance
Hymn

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” (vvs. 1 & 2)

Scripture Reading

Acts 8:26-40

Liturgist: Gayle Thornton

Time for Discovery

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;
let this be our song — no one stands alone,
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.
Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company
OneLicense.net License #A-711732

Scripture Reading:

John 15:1-8

Liturgist: Gayle Thornton

Sermon
Hymn

“Many Are The Lightbeams”

Invitation to Prayer
Sung Call to Prayer

Lord, listen to your children praying:
Lord send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying:
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved.
OneLicense.net License #A-711732

Prayers of the Church
Invitation to Generosity

Liturgist: Gayle Thornton

Holy Communion
Hymn of Preparation

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”

Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
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hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Remembering the Story
Thanksgiving After the Meal
O Holy One,
In deep gratitude for this moment,
this meal,
these people,
we give ourselves to you.
Take us out
to live as a changed people,
because we have shared the living bread
and cannot remain the same.
Ask much of us,
expect much of us,
enable much by us,
encourage many through us.
So, Lord, may we live to your glory,
both as creatures of earth,
and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven. Amen.
Blessing and Sung Benediction

Go now in peace, never be afraid;
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;
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know God will guide you in all you do.
Go now in love and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world will see
God will be there, watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
1988, Harold Flammer Music. All rights reserved.
OneLicense.net License # A-711732

Postlude

“Toccata on O Filii et Filiae”

- L. Farnam

Scott Horton, organ
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In John 15, Jesus describes himself as a vine and
says we are like branches on that vine. We produce
good fruit when we are connected to him! Fruit like
generous lives and compassionate hearts. Maybe
you connect with Jesus by being outside in creation,
singing, or praying with your family. Draw a picture
of how you like to connect with Jesus.

Suggested for use on May 2, 2021 based on the RCL.
Copyright ©️ 2021 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for
congregational use provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedministry.com

Activities based on Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8

In Acts 8, Philip helps a man learn about God and
then baptizes him. The man is so excited. He goes to
tell others all about it. Follow the maze to help him
reach his friends!

SACRIFICE
ABIDE
GIVE
SPIRIT
TESTIFY
BELIEVE

PERFECT
BOLD
FEAR
BROTHER
SISTER
COMMANDMENT

Try to find the words from 1 John 4 in the word
search below. Words may go diagonal, up OR down
and forward OR backward.

LOVE
GOD
EVERYONE
KNOW
SON
LIVE

