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a first 

Step 



Welcome! Thank you for worshipping with us online! The Big Red Church is BOLD in our faith in Jesus Christ, PROUD of our 
tradition and history of inclusion, and PROGRESSIVE in our work towards a just world for all. If you would like to keep in touch 
with us, just text “loop” to 559-425-4050 and fill out the Connect Card. While in the Zoom Chat, please greet one another! Your 

microphones will be muted throughout the service to help improve the sound quality of the livestream. 
 

(*Congregation may stand | Responses: Liturgist/Congregation/all) 
  
Prelude         Fugue in A major, opus 6, no.3 - G.F. Handel            Scott Horton, organ  
 
Welcome                          Rev. Raygan Baker  
 
Opening Prayer                              Liturgist: Gayle Thornton  

 
Loving God,  
You created life in us and all around us. We gather together in Your presence with expectation, hungry 
for an encounter with You, eager to hear Your Word. Open our eyes and ears to the presence of Your 
Holy Spirit. May the seeds of Your Word scattered among us this morning fall on fertile soil. May they 
take root in our hearts and lives, and produce an abundant harvest of good words and deeds. We pray 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our teacher and our Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymn      “Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good”               Insert 
 
Scripture Reading            Genesis 25:19-34      Liturgist: Gayle Thornton 
 
Time for Discovery  

 
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still;  
let this be our song — no one stands alone,  
standing side by side. Draw the circle wide.  
(Sing twice) 

Gordon Light, ©1994 Common Cup Company 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
Scripture Reading:       Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23             Liturgist: Gayle Thornton 
 
 
Sermon                 “A First Step”                             The Rev. Dr. Diane Weible 
 
Hymn                “Beautiful Jesus”                Insert 
 
Sharing our Prayer Requests 
 
Sung Call to Prayer 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Lord send your Spirit in this place.  
Lord, listen to your children praying:  
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

1973, Hope, Publishing CO., All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License #A-711732 

 
Prayers of the People  
 
Invitation to Generosity and Blessing the Offerings                                                Liturgist: Gayle Thornton 
 
More information about giving at the Big Red Church here. 

 

https://wordpress-644351-2112970.cloudwaysapps.com/giving/


Blessing and Sung Benediction 
(We turn toward the center aisle and each other as a sign of mutual blessing.) 

 

Go now in peace, never be afraid;  
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.  
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;  
know God will guide you in all you do.  
Go now in love and show you believe.  
Reach out to others so all the world will see   
God will be there, watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.   
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

1988, Harold Flammer Music.  All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 
















