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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 

Before the time of the service you will want to prepare some bread, a slice or a small loaf of any 
kind of bread. In some parts of the world tortilla, rice cake, cassava are used as this element 
which is defined not as a wheat product but as the most common food of the people. Let it be 
something you alone or you with others in your house may break and share. Prepare a cup or 
cups of juice -- perhaps grape or cranberry -- or wine, with or without alcohol.  
 

Set these elements in the living room or kitchen where you experience worship electronically 
with our faith community. Perhaps you want to put them on a lovely cloth or fabric that reminds 
you of a special time or a person deeply connected with you in the communion of saints.  
Perhaps you will light a candle or place a flower or plant or the photograph of someone you 
wish to bring into the circle of faith beside the bread and the cup. 
 

WELCOME  
 

HYMN     “God of Day and God of Darkness’ [vss. 1-3]    Insert 
 

INVOCATION 
 

LITANY OF CONFESSION 

 

One: 
We come this night to begin our last steps to the cross.   
We have walked, often sightless, on the rocky road with Jesus.  
During this journey we have slipped and fallen. We have wanted to give up.   
Our feet are sore.  We are tired. We ask God to help us on this last mile not to falter. 
 (silent reflection) 

 

Holy God, your love for us overflows, but we have not loved you  
with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength.   
We pray, O Holy One, 
Unison: Have mercy on us. 
 

One: 
Holy One, we fail to remember that we are inextricably bound one with each other.   
We pray, O Holy One, 
Unison: Have mercy on us. 
 

One: 
Holy One, we are stubborn and cling to our old ways.   
We pray, O Holy One, 
Unison: Have mercy on us. 
 

One: 
Holy One, remind us that we live for you and not for ourselves or by ourselves.  
We pray, O Holy One, 
Unison: Have mercy on us. 
 



One: 
Holy One, we have lost sight of the collective power we hold  
when we strive to work together towards a common purpose.   
We pray, O Holy One, 
Unison: Have mercy on us. 
 

A silence is held for prayerful reflection.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

THE SHADOWS  

 

HYMN     “Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken”           Insert 

 

SHARING A LAST SUPPER  
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

One: The Peace of Christ be with you:  
Unison: And also with you.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING* 

 

That God created this world with plants and living things for our nourishment,  
and had not made a new covenant with Noah,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That God brought Israel out of Egypt, and had not dealt justly  
with Egypt for its oppression,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That God provided all that was needed during Israel’s forty years in the wilderness,  
and had not provided manna and quail,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That God gave us the Law, and had not led Israel into  
the land flowing with milk and honey,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That God returned Israel to Jerusalem after its exile in Babylon,  
and had not rebuilt the Temple,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That God came to us as a baby named Jesus,  
and had not healed the broken and the wounded,  
it would have been enough. 



 

That Jesus healed the broken and the wounded,  
and had not challenged the authorities to embrace those  
who lived in the shadows and at the margins,  
it would have been enough. 
 

That Jesus challenged the authorities to embrace those  
who lived in the shadows and at the margins,  
and had not died on a cross to rise again,  
it would have been enough. 

 

 And yet, O God, you did this to remind us that life always overcomes death  
 and that out of death new life emerges.   
 

 For this O God, we are eternally grateful.  
 We join all the saints who have come before to say the words of the ancient hymn: 

 

PRAYER FOR THE SPIRIT (UNISON) 

Extend your hands over the bread and wine as we pray together 

 

Set your Holy Spirit, O God, upon this bread and this cup.  
May they be enough.  
Though we may be in separate places,  
grant that by this bread and cup we will be one body in Christ  
to support each other in this our time of trial  
and to proclaim hope through our ministries of healing and grace.  
We ask this with the prayer Jesus taught us saying: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE 

You are invited to lift up the bread and wine as the Officiant breads bread and pours wine.  



 

SHARING THE FEAST 

We will eat and drink in unison, as prompted by the Officiant. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
       Unison:  We give thanks to you, O God, for gathering us together  

  at this table in this moment in time.  
  Though separate, by your Holy Spirit and this bread and cup,  
  we are bound as one body in Christ.  
  We go forth from here strengthened in love  
  and committed to bear witness to hope that never dies.  
  May we tell the story of life that always overcomes death  
  through our words and deeds. Amen. 

 
HYMN   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” [vss. 1-3]            Insert 
 

TELLING THE STORY OF THIS NIGHT 

 

First Reading Planning the Betrayal  Matthew 26:14-16         Deborah Lewis 

Second Reading The Last Supper   Matthew 26:17-35          Jessica Berzac 

Third Reading In the Garden   Matthew 26:36-46         Pastor Ray L Parmer 

Fourth Reading Betrayal    Matthew 26:47-56  Deacon Anthony Anderson Sr. 
 
HYMN     “Were You There?” (verse 1)             Insert 
 
Fifth Reading Trial by the Religious Leaders  Matthew 26:57-68           Rebecca Snyder 

Sixth Reading Denial and Desertion  Matthew 26:69-75      Elder Willie Venson Jr. 
Seventh Reading Judas’ Regret   Matthew 27:1-10        Marie Chatman 

Eighth Reading Trial by the Empire  Matthew 27:11-26          Scott Baucher 
 
HYMN     “Were You There?” (verse 2) 
 
Ninth Reading Humiliation    Matthew 27:27-31 A     Sis. Sheri Wright 

Tenth Reading Execution    Matthew 27:32-44      Celia Maldonado  
Eleventh Reading Death    Matthew 27:45-56           Beverly Curry 

Twelfth Reading Burial    Matthew 27:57-66           Minister Dwayne Wright 
 
HYMN     “Were You There?” (verse 3) 
 
SILENT REFLECTION  
 
BLESSING 
 
PEOPLE LEAVE IN SILENCE 
 
 



*A note about the Prayer of Great Thanksgiving:  
As this service will take place during Passover, the communion prayer follows the pattern of the Passover song, 
Dayenu. Dayenu is a song of rejoicing over God’s generous blessings for the people of Israel: Dayenu means “it 
would have been enough”.  It is found in the Passover Haggadah.  
 
 
A Big Thank-You to our siblings in Christ from Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church and Amazing Grace Min-
istries, and Pastor B.T. Lewis and Pastor Ray L. Parmer for contributing their readings and telling the story of tonight 
with us. 










